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DISCLAIMER

This book details the author's personal experiences with and opinions about
freelance writing. The author is not a licensed financial advisor or career
planner.

The author and publisher are providing this book and its contents on an “as is”
basis and make no representations or warranties of any kind with respect to
this book or its contents. The author and publisher disclaim all such
representations and warranties, including for example warranties of
merchantability and marketing advice for a particular purpose. In addition, the
author and publisher do not represent or warrant that the information
accessible via this book is accurate, complete or current.

The statements made about products and services have not been evaluated by
the U.S. government. Please consult with your own legal, accounting,
medical, or other licensed professional regarding the suggestions and
recommendations made in this book.

Except as specifically stated in this book, neither the author or publisher, nor
any authors, contributors, or other representatives will be liable for damages
arising out of or in connection with the use of this book. This is a
comprehensive limitation of liability that applies to all damages of any kind,
including (without limitation) compensatory; direct, indirect or consequential
damages; loss of data, income or profit; loss of or damage to property and
claims of third parties.

You understand that this book is not intended as a substitute for consultation
with a licensed medical, legal or accounting professional. Before you begin
any change your lifestyle in any way, you will consult a licensed professional
to ensure that you are doing what’s best for your situation.

This book provides content related to freelance writing topics. As such, use of
this book implies your acceptance of this disclaimer.
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How to Make Money Writing for
School Library Publishers!

A great way to make a steady stream of income is to start writing for
the School Library Publishing companies. Most freelance writers have
not even heard about this untapped opportunity. But, those of us who
already discovered them recognize the substantial opportunity they
provide. I came across an ad online about 15 years ago. They were
looking for multiple writers for multiple projects. That certainly got my
attention and I responded right away with some brief information about
myself as a writer, and links to some of my published works.

Within only a few hours, I received a reply from an editor at Mason
Crest Publishing, which was about to launch a new American history
series. They gave me a choice of three titles to choose from: “The Story
of the Pony Express,” “Famous Forts,” or “Famous Indian Battles.” I
felt as if I was playing a round of Jeopardy, and I replied, “I’ll take the
Pony Express for two thousand dollars, please.” That is how much
money they were offering to pay for the project on a “work-for-hire”
basis. That meant I would never receive any royalties but I would get
credit on the cover (and a brief bio inside), which helped to open doors
at other School Library Publishing companies.

Within a few months, other work-for-hire book projects were being
offered to me! Rates ranged from $750 to $3,500 per project. I could
not believe how easy it was to write for those publishers. Why?
Because not only did they give you the title of the book, they also gave
you the chapter topics, including bullet points of what information to
research and write. Some of the publishers even sent links to research
that the author needed to use; you can’t ask for an easier project than
that!
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I remember one summer when I was able to brag that “I have 4 books
coming out this month!” It felt good, plus my bank account felt even
better.

Here are links to a few School Library Publishing companies:

Mason Crest— They have an extensive topical list, and are always
adding new series. Last year, they added 25 new titles to their ever-
growing list of projects.

Rosen Publishing — They have been around since 1950, and also have
an extensive list of titles and projects.

Mitchell Lane Publishing — Founded in 1992 by Barbara Mitchell, a
former teacher and reading specialist. In January 2017, Mitchell Lane
Publishers was purchased by Phil Comer and Associates.

That’s just the tip of the iceberg. A visit to the children’s section of
your local public library will reveal a few dozen more school library
publishers. Make a list, then visit each website to see if they have a
“writer’s needed” tab, or a “write for us” section. Some will while
others won’t.

In either case, find the name and e-mail address of the editor, and send
a short e-mail: “Dear Editor: Do you need any freelance writers for
upcoming work-for-hire book projects?” Then, include a few sentences
about your background, and where you have been published in the past.
Pay close attention to their different series. For example, Mason Crest
has an extensive sports series so, if you are a sports fan, you should try
there. If you are in the health or medical field, there are always new
projects for people in those topical areas.
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Another place to search for possible work-for-hire projects is with the
American Book Producers Association. Find them online
at http://abpaonline.org and look at their member directory. It lists the
website of each publisher, an e-mail address, and information on the

types of projects they are currently working on. I found some high
paying work-for-hire projects a few years ago by reaching out to some
of their members.
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