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Commitment to one,
clearly seen goal

is what each

of us needs

to become real,

to become whole —

to clean up the mess
we’ve left everyplace
from trash in our oceans
to garbage in space.
Earth is our mother,
our child and our heir,
unique and precious
and fragilely fair
surrounded by a wondrous,
thin shimmer of air.
Commitment to life

is what each

of us needs

if plans

to save her

are going to succeed.
All life, not my life,
not me, but we;

that’s what it’s

all about, what can
set all of us free -
from plants and mammals
to fish in the sea.

The future rests

in our hands;

what will your

choice be?
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Her first book of collected poems, Watching Ants, was created
at the request of Irving Sato, Director of the National/State
Leader Training Institute on the Gifted and Talented, Ventura,
California in 1989.

Arden’s poetry continues to give words to the hopes, dreams,
and fears of gifted/talented individuals of all ages, their
parents, and teachers.
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