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CHAPTER ONE
My Wheeled Luggage Almost Ruined My Vacation
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I knew I had a challenge when it came time to pack for our 10-night
Mediterranean cruise. It would be an undertaking because we would be
traveling to three different countries and sightsee in numerous ports. The
weather was predicted to be sunny with temperatures in the mid-70s
which would be a bit cooler than what I'd been accustomed to in Florida.
That meant I would have to hunt through my closet for sweaters and a
lightweight jacket. During the day, our itinerary indicated we should wear
causal clothes such as khakis and T-shirts.

Packing for evening wear was going to be a bit more complicated,
because two of the evenings were going to be formal nights. Freedom of
the Seas requires guests to be dressed at least in a semiformal manner.
That meant I needed to pack a cocktail dress or something I would wear
to a nice wedding. For the rest of the dinner evenings the dress code was
set as country club causal.

I also needed to pack my bathing suit, cover-up and sandals.
Speaking of sandals, I needed to bring at least one pair of dress shoes and
a pair of comfortable walking shoes.

The other items on my list to pack were not only my camera and
my cellphone, but the chargers to go with them, my deaf alarm clock and
the charger for my cochlear implant rechargeable batteries. Astoundingly
all these items had to fit into only two suitcases.

Our airline allowed each customer one checked bag and for
onboard, one personal item (purse, briefcase, laptop, etc.) which must fit
under the seat in front of them, plus one carry-on bag of a size to fit in
the overhead bin.

I started to pack a few days ahead of time in order to make sure
everything would fit into my two pieces of luggage. I own luggage with
spinner wheels which can easily glide in any direction, making it super
convenient to navigate crowded, cramped spaces.

My husband, Paul Sprunk, and I were on the road by 4:00 a.m. We
wanted to give ourselves enough time, in case of unexpected traffic, to
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get to Miami International Airport. We arrived two hours later and
decided to park our SUV in the airport parking garage.

After Paul turned the vehicle engine key off, I quickly retrieved my
purse with the long shoulder-length strap and adjusted it across the front
of my body. I removed my two pieces of luggage from the back of the
SUV and tucked both my lightweight jacket and a book under my right
arm. With the two luggage pieces in tow directly behind me, I started
down a slight slope leading to the direction of the distant entrance to the
airport.

“Wait!”

Startled, I came to a sudden, complete stop. I turned in the
direction of my husband’s voice. I thought something was terribly wrong.
“Let me carry your book,” he said, as he stretched his hand out.

As I reached for the book that had been tucked securely under my
arm, I automatically let go of the wheeled carry-on luggage. Instantly it
stated rolling down the incline...at a rapid speed. I couldn’t risk losing
this bag! It held my most valuable items, like all of my camera equipment
and cochlear implant battery charger. I sprinted after the runaway
suitcase while pulling the much larger bag. But the spinner wheels
allowed the escaped suitcase to accelerate. In order to run faster I
spontaneously let go of the larger suitcase. Just as I picked up speed, the
carry-on bag hit a parked car, bounced off it and then continued downhill
without hesitation. It just kept on rolling.

Unremittingly I flew after it. It wasn’t until the carry-on bag hit a
second parked vehicle that it came to a complete stop. I finally caught up
to the fugitive bag and when I did, I grabbed the bag as if it had been a
misbehaving child. Looking up, I saw a few travelers watching. I turned
around and glanced at my husband, who was still standing in the
distance, laughing. Between him and me was my large piece of luggage
standing squarely in the middle of the parking garage. Amazingly it had
stayed put.
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I was ever so grateful that no vehicles had driven by. In my mind’s
eye I could see my most valuable suitcase being run over! If this was the
beginning of what our vacation was going to be like, then it was a good
indication that this was going to be an unforgettable trip!

Abnd so the journey begins. ...
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