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place. He took his time and smiled to himself as 
he worked. He was in no rush to finish. It 
seemed to Little Mouse that the man found great 
satisfaction in the work he was doing.  

She was thinking that the new house would make 
a nice summer home. I could build a nest under 
the floor in one corner. I would be out of his way 
and not have to climb the tree to get home. 
Perhaps I could even get to know the man and 
have a friend. She was somewhat afraid, though 
she had no reason to be. Her parents had not 
taught her to be afraid of people, but then, they 
had never seen people either.  

Her parents did teach her to be afraid of the great 
owl, the hawk, the fox, and all the other animals 
that hunt mice for food. People – well, this was 
something new. She wondered what her parents 
would say if they were here. Now Little Mouse 
faced a hard decision in her life: should she try to 
meet the stranger, or – stay by herself and remain 
safe? 
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