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Chapter 14

Patrick’s job for Southern Marketing involved surveying
homeowners for their opinions about the gas company. He longed for
the sensations of the life that he’d left behind.

They had a small apartment across the street from the Atlantic
Ocean. Money was tight and fun was rare.

“I’'m bored, do you mind if Julie and I visit my family for the
weekend?” asked Christy from the sofa across from where Patrick
was seated.

Patrick looked over toward the hall that led to the bedroom. Julie
came crawling around the corner on the terrazzo floor.

“Did you take Julie out of her crib?”

“No, I put her in the crib about an hour ago.”

“How’d she get on the floor?”

“I don’t know.”

He gave his daughter a kiss as he picked her up, walked around
the corner and placed her back in the crib.

Hiding around the corner in the hallway, he watched his daughter
pull herself up the side of the crib and sling her leg over the edge.
She then lowered herself down until she was hanging on the side of
the crib. To his amazement and before he could reach her, she let go,
dropping to the hard terrazzo floor below.

“Damn!” he exclaimed and rushed to his daughter who turned
and smiled up at him.

“Can you believe this? I’ve never heard of anything like it. She
just let go and dropped the length of her body to land on a stone
floor. We can’t leave her in the crib anymore.”

Looking in the eyes of his little girl, he said. “How in the world
did you learn to do that?”

She looked back and giggled happily.

The phone rang and Christy answered it.
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“Just a minute and I’ll get him for you. It’s some guy named
Art.”

“Hello.”

“Patrick this is Art Cirone. I don’t know if you’ve heard of me,
but I know of you from your playing days and I thought that you
might want to get together for a cup of coffee at the diner in town.”

“Yes, Art I’ve heard of you. You promoted teen dances in the
Tampa area. It’d be great to talk to someone about the music scene.
When could we get together?”

“How about in an hour at the diner?”

“Sounds good. I’ll see you there.”

At last someone who wasn’t so damn boring.

“Christy, the weekend thing is fine. I'm going to meet someone
in town. I’ll see you later.”
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