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Gay Sleeping Arrangements: 
Patchwork Quilts for Men Who Love Men 

 
 

Got a spare bedroom? A finished basement? A friend with some extra space? 
If so, imagine seeing a huge, fat cock on your bed, shooting a beautiful load, 

night after night after night. 
Or a speakeasy window in the shape of a dick. 
Or maybe a stud finder that really does find hunky men! 
Johnny Townsend, author of Quilting Beyond the Rainbow, offers up a second 

collection of more than a hundred original gay quilt designs. 
While piecing together patchwork quilts can take up a fair amount of both space 

and time, it’s fun to create sexy gay artwork you can enjoy every evening, alone 
or with company.  

If you get moist when you see a new cotton print that would make an absolutely 
fabulous patch, Gay Sleeping Arrangements is for you!    
  



 

 
Praise for Johnny Townsend 

 
In Zombies for Jesus, “Townsend isn’t writing satire, but deeply emotional and revealing portraits of people 
who are, with a few exceptions, quite lovable.” 

Kel Munger, Sacramento News and Review 
 
In Sex among the Saints, “Townsend writes with a deadpan wit and a supple, realistic prose that’s full of 
psychological empathy….he takes his protagonists’ moral struggles seriously and invests them with real 
emotional resonance.” 

Kirkus Reviews 
 

Let the Faggots Burn: The UpStairs Lounge Fire is “a gripping account of all the horrors that transpired that 
night, as well as a respectful remembrance of the victims.” 

Terry Firma, Patheos 
 
“Johnny Townsend’s ‘Partying with St. Roch’ [in the anthology Latter-Gay Saints] tells a beautiful, haunting 
tale.” 

Kent Brintnall, Out in Print: Queer Book Reviews 
 

Selling the City of Enoch is “sharply intelligent…pleasingly complex…The stories are full of…doubters, but 
there’s no vindictiveness in these pages; the characters continuously poke holes in Mormonism’s more 
extravagant absurdities, but they take very little pleasure in doing so….Many of Townsend’s stories…have a 
provocative edge to them, but this [book] displays a great deal of insight as well…a playful, biting and 
surprisingly warm collection.” 

Kirkus Reviews 
 

Gayrabian Nights is “an allegorical tour de force…a hard-core emotional punch.” 
Gay. Guy. Reading and Friends 

 

The Washing of Brains has “A lovely writing style, and each story [is] full of unique, engaging 
characters….immensely entertaining.” 

Rainbow Awards 
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Gay Household Items 
 

From dick-shaped salt shakers to cocky bookends, there’s no end to the way 
gay men can turn everyday items into something suggestive. Here are a few ideas 
to get you started, but feel free to experiment. I know you want to. 

 

 

 
Erect Bookend 
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About the Author  
 

Johnny Townsend earned an MFA in fiction writing from Louisiana State University. He was 
also awarded a BA and MA in English, as well as a BS in Biology. A native of New Orleans, 
Townsend relocated to Seattle in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. After attending a Baptist high 
school for four years as a teenager, he volunteered as a Mormon missionary in Italy and then held 
positions in his local New Orleans ward as Second Councilor in the Elders Quorum, Ward Single 
Adult Representative, Stake Single Adult Chair, Sunday School Teacher, Stake Missionary, and Ward 
Membership Clerk. In the secular world, Townsend worked as a bookstore clerk, a college English 
instructor, a bank teller, a loan processor, a mail carrier, a library associate, a receptionist, and a 
professional escort. He worked selling bus passes, installing insulation, delivering pizza, cleaning 
residential construction sites, rehabilitating developmentally disabled adults, surveying gas stations, 
translating documents from Italian into English, preparing surgical carts for medical teams, and 
performing experiments on rat brains in a physiology lab.  

Townsend has published stories and essays in Newsday, The Washington Post, The Los Angeles 
Times, The Salt Lake Tribune, The Seattle Times, The Orlando Sentinel, The Army Times, The 
Humanist, The Progressive, Medical Reform, Christopher Street, The Massachusetts Review, 
Glimmer Train, Sunstone, Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, in the anthologies Queer Fish, 
Off the Rocks, Moth and Rust, The Kindness of Strangers, and In Our Lovely Deseret: Mormon 
Fictions. He helped edit Latter-Gay Saints, a collection of stories about gay Mormons, and he is the 
author of 50 books. 

Most of those books are collections of Mormon short stories, several of which were named to 
Kirkus Reviews’ Best of 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015. In addition to his Mormon stories, 
Townsend has written several M/M romances and a collection of Jewish stories, The Golem of Rabbi 
Loew, based on his years as a Jew. He has also written one non-fiction book, Let the Faggots Burn: 
The UpStairs Lounge Fire, having interviewed survivors as well as friends and relatives of the 32 
people who were killed when an arsonist set fire to a gay bar in the French Quarter of New Orleans 
on Gay Pride Day in 1973. He is an Associate Producer of the feature-length documentary Upstairs 
Inferno, directed by Robert Camina. 

Townsend sang in the New Orleans Gay Men’s Chorus for a time and performed in the priests’ 
chorus in the opera Aida. He has a collection of Victorian ceramic tiles, wooden dinosaur carvings 
from Bali, and the entire set of Calvin and Hobbes comic strip compilations in Italian. In addition to 
speaking English and Italian, he’s also studied French, Spanish, Russian, Hebrew, Old English, and 
American Sign Language. Townsend is an avid movie fan, whose three favorite Hitchcock films are 
Shadow of a Doubt, Strangers on a Train, and Rear Window. He gives regularly to environmental 
conservation groups, medical charities, groups that support single-payer healthcare, human rights 
organizations, and to various documentaries and other projects he finds on crowdfunding sites.  
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The University of Utah in Salt Lake City has a Special Collection of Townsend material, 
including all his books, the magazines and newspapers that have published his work, his 
correspondence, photographs, and even a portrait painted by a prominent gay artist. ONE Archives 
in Los Angeles, the national LGBTQ archive, has his UpStairs Lounge materials and his 20 original 
gay quilts. 

Johnny Townsend is married to Gary Tolman, another former Mormon who worked in the same 
mission in Italy. They still speak Italian to each other regularly. 
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Books by Johnny Townsend 
 

Thanks for reading! If you enjoyed this book, could you please take a few minutes to write 
a review online? Reviews are helpful both to me as an author and to other readers, so we’d all 
sincerely appreciate your writing one! And if you did enjoy the book, here are some others 
I’ve written you might want to look up: 

 
Mormon Underwear 
God’s Gargoyles 
The Circumcision of God 
Sex among the Saints 
Dinosaur Perversions 
Zombies for Jesus 
The Abominable Gayman 
The Gay Mormon Quilter’s Club 
The Golem of Rabbi Loew 
Mormon Fairy Tales 
Flying over Babel 
Marginal Mormons 
Mormon Bullies 
The Mormon Victorian Society 
Dragons of the Book of Mormon 
Selling the City of Enoch 
A Day at the Temple 
Behind the Zion Curtain 
Gayrabian Nights 
Lying for the Lord 
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Despots of Deseret 
Missionaries Make the Best Companions 
Invasion of the Spirit Snatchers 
The Tyranny of Silence 
Sex on the Sabbath 
The Washing of Brains 
The Mormon Inquisition 
Interview with a Mission President 
Weeping, Wailing, and Gnashing of Teeth 
Behind the Bishop’s Door 
The Moat around Zion 
The Last Days Linger 
Mormon Madness 
Human Compassion for Beginners 
Dead Mankind Walking 
Who Invited You to the Orgy? 
Breaking the Promise of the Promised Land 
I Will, Through the Veil 
Am I My Planet’s Keeper? 
Have Your Cum and Eat It, Too 
Strangers with Benefits 
What Would Anne Frank Do? 
This Is All Just Too Hard 
Glory to the Glory Hole! 
My Pre-Bucket List 
Blessed Are the Firefighters 
Wake Up and Smell the Missionaries 
Racism by Proxy 
Quilting Beyond the Rainbow 
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Gay Sleeping Arrangements 
Let the Faggots Burn: The UpStairs Lounge Fire 
Latter-Gay Saints: An Anthology of Gay Mormon Fiction (co-editor) 

Available from BookLocker.com or your favorite online or neighborhood bookstore. 
 
 

Wondering what some of those other  
books are about? Read on! 

 
 

Invasion of the Spirit Snatchers 
During the Apocalypse, a group of Mormon survivors in Hurricane, Utah gather in the 

home of the Relief Society president, telling stories to pass the time as they ration their food 
storage and await the Second Coming. But this is no ordinary group of Mormons—or perhaps 
it is. They are the faithful, feminist, gay, apostate, and repentant, all working together to help 
each other through the darkest days any of them have yet seen. 

 
 

Gayrabian Nights 
Gayrabian Nights is a twist on the well-known classic, 1001 Arabian Nights, in which 

Scheherazade, under the threat of death if she ceases to captivate King Shahryar’s attention, 
enchants him through a series of mysterious, adventurous, and romantic tales. 

In this variation, a male escort, invited to the hotel room of a closeted, homophobic 
Mormon senator, learns that the man is poised to vote on a piece of anti-gay legislation the 
following morning. To prevent him from sleeping, so that the exhausted senator will miss 
casting his vote on the Senate floor, the escort entertains him with stories of homophobia, 
celibacy, mixed orientation marriages, reparative therapy, coming out, first love, gay marriage, 
and long-term successful gay relationships. The escort crafts the stories to give the senator a 
crash course in gay culture and sensibilities, hoping to bring the man closer to accepting his 
own sexual orientation. 
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Let the Faggots Burn: The  
UpStairs Lounge Fire 

On Gay Pride Day in 1973, someone set the entrance to a French Quarter gay bar on fire. 
In the terrible inferno that followed, thirty-two people lost their lives, including a third of the 
local congregation of the Metropolitan Community Church, their pastor burning to death 
halfway out a second-story window as he tried to claw his way to freedom. A mother who’d 
gone to the bar with her two gay sons died alongside them. A man who’d helped his friend 
escape first was found dead near the fire escape. Two children waited outside a movie theater 
across town for a father and stepfather who would never pick them up. During this era of 
rampant homophobia, several families refused to claim the bodies, and many churches refused 
to bury the dead. Author Johnny Townsend pored through old records and tracked down 
survivors of the fire as well as relatives and friends of those killed to compile this fascinating 
account of a forgotten moment in gay history. 
 

Missionaries Make the Best Companions 
What lies behind the freshly scrubbed façades of the Mormon missionaries we see about 

town? In these stories, an ex-Mormon tries to seduce a faithful elder by showing him 
increasingly suggestive movies. A sister missionary fulfills her community service 
requirement by babysitting for a prostitute. Two elders break their mission rules by venturing 
into the forbidden French Quarter. A senior missionary couple try to reactivate lapsed 
members while their own family falls apart back home. A young man hopes that serving a 
second full-time mission will lead him up the Church hierarchy. Two bored missionaries 
decide to make a little extra money moonlighting in a male stripper club. Two frustrated elders 
find an acceptable way to masturbate—by donating to a Fertility Clinic. A lonely man searches 
for the favorite companion he hasn’t seen in thirty years. 
 

Mormon Fairy Tales 
In these stories, we discover how the Three Nephites from the Book of Mormon cope with 

their frustrated sexuality when their wives aren’t immortal as they are. A deceased sinner plots 
to break out of Spirit Prison. A polygamist in 1855 Utah is ordered to take a fourth wife, when 
all he really wants is to be with another man. A disappointed wife plots revenge when her 
temple worker husband sues the Church for an on-the-job injury. Aliens visiting the UN reveal 
that God really does live on a planet orbiting Kolob.  
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The Last Days Linger 
The scriptures tell us that in the Last Days, wickedness will increase upon the Earth. When 

leaders of the Mormon Church see a rise in the number of gay members, they believe the end 
is upon them. But while “wickedness never was happiness,” it begins to appear that 
wickedness can sometimes be divine. At least, the stories here suggest that religious 
proscriptions condemning homosexuality have it all wrong. While gay Mormons may be no 
closer to perfection than anyone else, they’re no further from it, either. And sometimes, being 
gay provides just the right ingredient to create saints—as flawed as God himself. 
 

Mormon Madness 
Mental illness can strike the faithful as easily as anyone else. But often religious doctrine 

and practice exacerbate rather than alleviate these problems. From schizophrenia to obsessive-
compulsive disorder, from persecution complex to sexual dysfunction, autism to dissociative 
identity disorder, Mormons must cope with their mental as well as their spiritual health on a 
daily basis. 

 

Human Compassion for Beginners 
The battle to direct legislation and policy often seems to be a fight between greed and 

compassion. Emotions run so high that family members stop speaking to one another and long-
time friendships fall by the wayside. But the problems being debated—climate change, 
universal healthcare, LGBTQ rights, gun regulation, economic inequality, and the separation 
of church and state—desperately need to be resolved. 
 

Am I My Planet’s Keeper? 
Global Warming. Climate Change. Climate Crisis. Climate Emergency. Whatever label we 

use, we are facing one of the greatest challenges to the survival of life as we know it. 
But while addressing greenhouse gases is perhaps our most urgent need, it’s not our only 

task. We must also address toxic waste, pollution, habitat destruction, and our other 
contributions to the world’s sixth mass extinction event. 

 
In order to do that, we must simultaneously address the unmet human needs that keep us 

distracted from deeper engagement in stabilizing our climate: moderating economic 
inequality, guaranteeing healthcare to all, and ensuring education for everyone. 

And to accomplish that, we must unite to combat the monied forces that use fear, 
prejudice, and misinformation to manipulate us. 
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It’s a daunting task. But success is our only option. 
 

I Will, Through the Veil 
What gay man hasn’t fantasized about hot sex with those repressed Mormon missionaries 

in their white shirts and conservative ties? But there’s more to Mormon fantasy sex than 
curious young “elders.” What about temple workers going at it in the baptismal font after 
hours? How about an ex-Mormon who throws a “pity party” (or “pity orgy”) for men whose 
physical flaws prevent them from getting laid regularly? The ex-mo trapped by a snowstorm 
in an adult video store overnight? Or the one who offers “aid” to detectives investigating a 
shooting? And what collection of gay Mormon porn would be complete without an adventure 
involving the sexual practices the Three Nephites have perfected over two thousand years?  

 
 

Have Your Cum and Eat It, Too 
It’s 1981, and two Mormon missionaries randomly assigned to work together as 

“companions” in Napoli find themselves in trouble. They’re falling in love, but the Church 
forbids gay relationships. As missionaries, they can’t date anyone at all, much less other men. 
If they’re found out, they’ll be excommunicated, sent home in disgrace, and cast out from their 
families. 

In the aftermath of a devastating earthquake, against a backdrop of poverty and repressive 
mission culture, Elders Grant and Mortensen knock on doors, endure violent assaults, and face 
the ultimate challenge—will they be crushed by dedication to their beliefs or will love provide 
a way for them to escape? 

 

Strangers with Benefits 
Two Mormon missionaries knocking on doors in New Orleans come upon a gay couple 

who help them unleash their repressed sexuality, leading them to begin a clandestine love 
affair carried out in the back rooms of gay bars and French Quarter bathhouses. 

Knowing that excommunication means abandonment by family and friends, they race to 
save money by posing nude and dancing in stripper bars before they are discovered. Still intent 
on “serving” as missionaries, they take up escorting to give others their all. 

But when disaster strikes, they must resolve their most challenging crisis of faith yet—can 
they be true to each other while leading a life of sexual service to their fellow man? 
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My Pre-Bucket List 
Sex isn’t the way Derek Murdock experienced it when he first came out, when HIV was 

the most frightening possibility during any encounter. With COVID, even condoms might not 
protect. Simply being in the same room with another person could transmit the virus. And, 
given mask-resistant commuters, science-denying shoppers, and lax coworkers, that could 
even include a guy’s own husband, if he’s lucky enough to have one! 

Which Derek doesn’t. So what’s an unattached, libidinous man supposed to do? 
Especially in a political atmosphere where surviving the volatile election season in one 

piece isn’t guaranteed. 
Derek won’t let his diagnosis of pre-leukemia force him to accept his fate any earlier than 

necessary, but he does grant that perhaps it’s time to come up at least with a “pre-bucket” list. 
And check as many men off it as he safely can. 
 

Blessed Are the Firefighters  
We don’t need “affordable” healthcare. We need universal healthcare. We don’t need 

“access” to education. We need tuition-free college and vocational training. 
In these essays, Johnny Townsend erases the weasel words and gets right to the point. The 

only way any of us can live in a safe, healthy society is if we all do. Every worker needs a 
living wage. But more than that, we need a thriving wage, and Universal Basic Income is a 
practical starting point. 

It's not enough to give coal miners and oilfield workers “good” pay. They also need jobs 
that promote the health of their communities and the rest of the country. Since we have no 
choice but to transition away from fossil fuels, we must provide both training and new work 
opportunities for those who will be displaced as we confront an ever-worsening climate crisis. 

Pursuing gender and racial equality, LGBTQ rights, the elimination of for-profit prisons, 
the separation of church and state, and making peace more profitable than war form the core 
of any successful strategy for success. 

 

Wake Up and Smell the Missionaries 
Two Mormon missionaries in Italy discover they share the same rare ability—both can 

emit pheromones on demand. At first, they playfully compete in the hills of Frascati to see 
who can tempt “investigators” most. But soon they’re targeting each other non-stop. 
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Can two immature young men learn to control their “superpower” to live a normal 
life…and develop genuine love? Even as their relationship is threatened by the attentions of 
another man? 

They seem just on the verge of success when a massive earthquake leaves them trapped 
under the rubble of their apartment in Castellammare. 

With night falling and temperatures dropping, can they dig themselves out in time to save 
themselves? And will their injuries destroy the ability that brought them together in the first 
place? 
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What Readers Have Said  

 

“Told from a believably conversational first-person perspective, [The Abominable Gayman’s] novelistic focus 
on Anderson’s journey to thoughtful self-acceptance allows for greater character development than often seen 
in short stories, which makes this well-paced work rich and satisfying, and one of Townsend’s strongest. An 
extremely important contribution to the field of Mormon fiction.” Named to Kirkus Reviews’ Best of 2011. 

Kirkus Reviews 
 
“The thirteen stories in Mormon Underwear capture this struggle [between Mormonism and homosexuality] 
with humor, sadness, insight, and sometimes shocking details….Mormon Underwear provides compelling 
stories, literally from the inside-out.” 

Niki D’Andrea, Phoenix New Times 
 

“Townsend’s lively writing style and engaging characters [in Zombies for Jesus] make for stories which force 
us to wake up, smell the (prohibited) coffee, and review our attitudes with regard to reading dogma so 
doggedly. These are tales which revel in the individual tics and quirks which make us human, Mormon or not, 
gay or not…” 

A.J. Kirby, The Short Review 
 

In Mormon Fairy Tales, Johnny Townsend displays “both a wicked sense of irony and a deep well of 
compassion.” 

Kel Munger, Sacramento News and Review 
 
The Golem of Rabbi Loew will prompt “gasps of outrage from conservative readers…a strong collection.” 

Kirkus Reviews 
 
Zombies for Jesus is “eerie, erotic, and magical.” 

Publishers Weekly 

 

  



Johnny Townsend 

222 

“While [Townsend’s] many touching vignettes draw deeply from Mormon mythology, history, spirituality 
and culture, [Mormon Fairy Tales] is neither a gaudy act of proselytism nor angry protest literature from an 
ex-believer. Like all good fiction, his stories are simply about the joys, the hopes and the sorrows of people.” 

Kirkus Reviews 
 
Marginal Mormons is “an irreverent, honest look at life outside the mainstream Mormon 
Church….Throughout his musings on sin and forgiveness, Townsend beautifully demonstrates his characters’ 
internal, perhaps irreconcilable struggles….Rather than anger and disdain, he offers an honest portrayal of 
people searching for meaning and community in their lives, regardless of their life choices or secrets.” Named 
to Kirkus Reviews’ Best of 2012. 

Kirkus Reviews 
 
“In Let the Faggots Burn author Johnny Townsend restores this tragic event [the UpStairs Lounge fire] to its 
proper place in LGBT history and reminds us that the victims of the blaze were not just ‘statistics,’ but real 
people with real lives, families, and friends.” 

Jesse Monteagudo, The Bilerico Project 
 

The stories in The Mormon Victorian Society “register the new openness and confidence of gay life in the age 
of same-sex marriage….What hasn’t changed is Townsend’s wry, conversational prose, his subtle evocations 
of character and social dynamics, and his deadpan humor. His warm empathy still glows in this intimate yet 
clear-eyed engagement with Mormon theology and folkways. Funny, shrewd and finely wrought dissections 
of the awkward contradictions—and surprising harmonies—between conscience and desire.” Named to 
Kirkus Reviews’ Best of 2013. 

Kirkus Reviews 
 
“This collection of short stories [The Mormon Victorian Society] featuring gay Mormon characters slammed 
[me] in the face from the first page, wrestled my heart and mind to the floor, and left me panting and wanting 
more by the end. Johnny Townsend has created so many memorable characters in such few pages. I went 
weeks thinking about this book. It truly touched me.” 

Tom Webb, A Bear on Books 
 

Dragons of the Book of Mormon is an “entertaining collection….Townsend’s prose is sharp, clear, and easy 
to read, and his characters are well rendered…” 

Publishers Weekly 
 
“The pre-eminent documenter of alternative Mormon lifestyles…Townsend has a deep understanding of his 
characters, and his limpid prose, dry humor and well-grounded (occasionally magical) realism make their 
spiritual conundrums both compelling and entertaining. [Dragons of the Book of Mormon is] [a]nother of 
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Townsend’s critical but affectionate and absorbing tours of Mormon discontent.” Named to Kirkus Reviews’ 
Best of 2014. 

Kirkus Reviews 
 

In Gayrabian Nights, “Townsend’s prose is always limpid and evocative, and…he finds real drama and 
emotional depth in the most ordinary of lives.” 

Kirkus Reviews 
 

Gayrabian Nights “was easily the most original book I’ve read all year. Funny, touching, topical, and 
thoroughly enjoyable.” 

Rainbow Awards 
 

Lying for the Lord is “one of the most gripping books that I've picked up for quite a while. I love the author's 
writing style, alternately cynical, humorous, biting, scathing, poignant, and touching…. This is the third book 
of his that I've read, and all are equally engaging. These are stories that need to be told, and the author does it 
in just the right way.” 

Heidi Alsop, Ex-Mormon Foundation Board Member 
 
“Townsend is a wonderful writer with a wry but sympathetic eye for humans’ frailties, and the ways in which 
religious belief both exacerbate and console them. [Despots of Deseret contains] more vibrant parables about 
doubts and blasphemies that hide beneath a veneer of piety.” Named to Kirkus Reviews’ Best of 2015. 

Kirkus Reviews 
 
In Lying for the Lord, Townsend “gets under the skin of his characters to reveal their complexity and 
conflicts….shrewd, evocative [and] wryly humorous.” 

Kirkus Reviews 
 

In Missionaries Make the Best Companions, “the author treats the clash between religious dogma and liberal 
humanism with vivid realism, sly humor, and subtle feeling as his characters try to figure out their true 
missions in life. Another of Townsend’s rich dissections of Mormon failures and uncertainties…” Named to 
Kirkus Reviews’ Best of 2015. 

Kirkus Reviews 
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In Invasion of the Spirit Snatchers, “Townsend, a confident and practiced storyteller, skewers the hypocrisies 
and eccentricities of his characters with precision and affection. The outlandish framing narrative is the most 
consistent source of shock and humor, but the stories do much to ground the reader in the world—or former 
world—of the characters….A funny, charming tale about a group of Mormons facing the end of the world.” 

Kirkus Reviews 
 
“While the author is generally at his best when working as a satirist, there are some fine, understated touches 
in these tales [The Last Days Linger] that will likely affect readers in subtle ways….readers should come 
away impressed by the deep empathy he shows for all his characters—even the homophobic ones.” 

Kirkus Reviews 
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