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Dow
Cracked Crackers

Late night snack

Fresh box of crackers

Extra sharp cheddar cheese
Great expectations

As crackers blossom forth
From round paper wrap
Immediately | see

Every cracker is cracked

Every last one
Cracked in the middle
| silently groan

| begin to quibble

Where does one register

A complaint, late at night
About the cracked crackers
That have come into your life?

Published in Agave Magazine, Vol.2 Issue 4, Spring 2015

Honorable Mention Lucidity Poetry Journal

International Poetry 2nd Competition 12/15/2010

Author Note:This would be my Opening Poem in a more traditionally
organized book of poetry. See “Opening and Closing Poems” in the

Introduction on page 1 for poetic details.
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Powww

Carta Blanca

Itis New Year’s Eve
The bird bath is empty
And sois
another year

All the birds are gone
Like old words to a song
I am sucking on
a Carta Blanca beer

Big swirly swigs start stars to spin
They align to lost Mexican moments
The Baja surf still pounds
with lovers, liars and poets

| drank Carta Blanca with all three
They are all gone now but still with me
Under spinning stars again we swim
And toast to another New Year’s Eve

Published in Eskimo Pie , January 2013

Published in llluminations Galerie D’art et Poésie, France. March 2022
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Dowww
First Rain

It just started to rain here. Short, loud and sweet.
Thunderous thick dark clouds sweeping off the
Pacific through the thirsty serene redwoods of
Mt. Madonna. Rumbling down the tree lined dry
rocky gullet of Uvas Creek. White smooth bark
of gnarly rooted ancient sycamore trees quickly
turning gray as the first fall wetness creeps
around their massive girth.

As long as | can remember, the first rain has
been special to me in this arid epicenter of my
existence. The parched and cracked hard clay
concrete soil begging for life giving moisture
to heal its open wounds from the merciless
long hot harsh California summer.

| always take pause and savor this annual
fulcrum of the seasons as pure pristine

rain drops dissolve the gritty grime of
September and begin to cleanse the dusty
summer blues away with that unique once
only a year cool fresh moist smell. The smell
of reflection and nature’s promise of tender
green grass sprouts soon to arrive.

That earthy thick fragrance of the first fall rain
always reminds me of my parents. It makes me
remember how hard they worked and what they
did for me during the toughest of times and how
| wish they could be here today to share this
special moment of the season with me. And to
see what has become of me and to know how
much [ really miss them.

Published in Eskimo Pie, January 2014

Published in Illuminations Galerie D’art et Poésie, France. March 2022
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