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Me….. 

Growing up in the Missouri Ozarks presented some 
difficulties. Social opportunities were lacking for many. There 
were unspoken social differences. There were fifteen children 
in my family…nine boys and six girls. This provided 
challenges and struggles. As a family we protected each other. 
We could fight among ourselves, but if anyone bothered one 
of us they would experience the wrath of the whole family. All 
of my life people have been good to me! I was never bullied, 
yet I had a terrible inferiority complex. As I look back I can’t 
put my finger on why I felt so inferior. I can look back at many 
of the great teachers I had in elementary school. And also, in 
the small one room country school I attended I not only got an 
education in academics but also in social skills. Yet I did not 
finish high school, not because I couldn’t handle the academics 
but the financial limitations were not to my liking. So, many 
like myself, joined the Army at seventeen. The first few 
months in the Army were somewhat scary. I did well in the 
Army. Not because I was exceptional, but because of mentors 
whom I listened to, their instructions that helped me greatly. 
Many who went into the military never returned to the town 
they grew up in. They either made a career of the military or 
found opportunities that did not exist in the small towns. Once 
out of the Army I did not continue to turn away from education. 
I graduated college.  

As I look back on my growing up years a smile comes to 
my face. I have always made an effort to see the good and 
funny things in life. There were many fun times, and funny 
situations during my childhood. I have tried to put a lot of these 
into written form. Most are in story form, some are snippets, or 
poems. My goal is to touch the emotions of my readers whether 
it is laughter, or tears. Although at times during your reading, 
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you may question where is all this going? I hope your 
enthusiasm and curiosity moves you forward. 
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