
 
The stories in Gettin' High take place in 
New York, Puerto Rico and a Michigan 
farm. An overarching theme is the search 
for meaning and love as the country rapidly 
evolves in the 1960s. Musicians' lives are 
central to all the stories. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Gettin' High 
By David Bourns  

 
 

Order the book from the publisher Booklocker.com 

 
https://www.booklocker.com/p/books/13421.html?s=pdf 

or from your favorite neighborhood  
or online bookstore.  

https://www.booklocker.com/p/books/13421.html?s=pdf




 

Copyright © 2024 by David Bourns 
 
Print ISBN: 978-1-958891-74-2  
Ebook ISBN: 979-8-88531-653-8  
 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted 
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
recording or otherwise, without the prior written 
permission of the author. 
 
Published by BookLocker.com, Inc. 
12441 N. Main Street, #38 
Trenton, GA 30752-9998 
 
This is a work of fiction. All the names, characters, 
businesses, organizations, places, events and incidents 
in this book are the product of either the author’s 
imagination or used in a fictitious manner. Any 
resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or actual 
events is purely coincidental.  
 
BookLocker.com 
2024 
 
First Edition 
 
Cover photo by David Bourns 
All rights reserved 
 
Cover design by Todd Engel 
Engelcr@att.net 
 
Visit us on the web at www.Booklocker.com 
  



 

 Contents  

Gettin’ High ................................................................ 1 

The Last Christmas Tree ........................................... 21 

The Corncrib ............................................................ 25 

Feo - A Dog Story ...................................................... 29 

A Country Girl .......................................................... 37 

One Man Show ......................................................... 47 

The Recital ............................................................... 59 

Milly - A Fantasy ...................................................... 69 

Elegy For Janet......................................................... 81 

Rondo For Pinocchio ............................................... 103 

A Love Story ........................................................... 117 

The Photograph ...................................................... 169 

The Hermit ............................................................. 189 

  



69 

 

Milly 
A Fantasy 

 
      I was getting high in Louisville, Kentucky or 
Paducah, it didn’t really matter. The people were pretty 
much the same all along the Ohio-River towns, the 
people we stayed with on that concert tour the summer 
of ’62. We performed on the stage of a giant, floating 
barge—outfitted with risers, lights, mics and red, white 
and blue flags. To save money, the director lined up 
lodging for the musicians with local “hosts”—the well-to-
do that is—southern gentility, nouveau riche or affluent 
“old wealth,” choose your poison. Three cars in four car 
garages, bombed out on Jack Daniels before dinner, 
served by colored maids in prim, white aprons. “Y’all try 
a mint julep, yet? And I hear you have a colored gal 
playin’ trumpet, right? Haven’t nudged her into the river 
yet—haw!” They hid their sad impotence in alcohol and 
memberships in swank country clubs, whites only—not 
stated, but rigorously implemented, except for the “help” 
who cooked, served, washed dishes, and maintained the 
pristine golf courses. I did enjoy the southern cooking 
though, and a couple mint juleps made a semblance of 
genial conversation begin to flow.  

 And then there was Milly, the “colored” trumpet 
player. Of course, she wasn’t playing principal trumpet— 
that had to be a white kid from Juilliard. But she could 
improvise, which was a skill they didn’t teach at Juilliard 
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