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CHAPTER I 
Tora Bora 

 
 

Falcon Agency’s assault team along with their two Afghani 
friends were seven miles away from the Tora Bora cave 
complex. It was raining, as it had been for the past two days. 
Even though it created horrible conditions for the mission, it 
kept the enemy under cover and out of sight. The Al Qaeda and 
Taliban were keeping a low profile and that made Falcon’s job a 
lot easier for the time being. All indications were that Usamah 
bin Laden, along with some of his top military aides, associates 
and family were hiding within the deep cave grotto. The United 
States, aided by its allies, was bombarding all known regional 
Al Qaeda and Taliban headquarters, bases and weapon storage 
caches. Each day, America’s attacks were successfully achieved 
and the enemy was on the run or digging in deeper under the 
bombing onslaught. 

 Daniel was lying down inside Falcon’s hidden cavern, 
knowing that the number one enemy of the world was not far 
away. Even though they had received the devastating news from 
their operations headquarters in Turkey, he had a hard time 
comprehending that the United States had been attacked and 
hundreds upon hundreds of people were killed or injured by bin 
Laden’s team of terrorists.  

The Afghanistan mission started with the highest intent of 
bringing Usamah bin Laden to justice before the world. That 
was the original objective but while Falcon was deep in the 
hostile mountainous Afghan country, the mission’s importance 
had escalated to an even higher goal. They were half way into 
their assignment to bin Laden’s suspected hideout in Tora Bora 
along the Pakistan, Afghanistan border when they received the 
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shocking news that the September 11, 2001 massacre had 
occurred. Due to radio and satellite phone precautions, full 
details of the attack weren’t given to the elite assault team. 
When the brief report was received, controlled anger, fortitude 
and drive to get Usamah, had escalated in every member’s 
mind.  

Dirty, exhausted, and lying down on his sleeping bag in the 
dark hovel in the mountain, Daniel wished he could take a long 
hot shower. His hardened lean muscular body was in peak 
condition but the constant frigid temperatures and rain was 
beginning to take its toll on his mental outlook. Thoughts about 
the recent dramatic turn of events in the world also plagued his 
mind.  

“How were Susan, his family and friends responding to the 
tragic events?” he thought. “Damn, I wish I was with her and 
the kids.” 

In the dark shadows of the cave illuminated by two kerosene 
lanterns, he could see his close associates also lying down 
trying to capture the much-needed rest they would need for the 
upcoming evening’s assault. Knowing his friends, their 
thoughts were more than likely the same as his. If bin Laden 
was in Tora Bora, they would get him and as many of his Al 
Qaeda cadre as possible. They had been instructed to enforce 
“extreme prejudice” to the situation, meaning to assassinate all 
in sight no matter whom or what affiliation, age or sex were 
present. Daniel had no problem with carrying out the order and 
his fellow team members wouldn’t either. Once the mission had 
started and contact with the enemy had engaged, there were no 
holds barred. In four hours they would be entering the Tora 
Bora killing zone.  

As bombs were being dropped within three miles of 
Falcon’s cavern sheltered location by high-flying United States 
bombers and attacking jets, the ground inside the cave shook. 
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Dirt and small rocks occasionally fell from the ceiling and 
walls, creating danger inside their hidden den. The men were 
sleeping in a group near the center of the small cave. Outside 
Amad and Darryl were keeping a close vigilance for roving 
enemy soldiers. Daniel pulled his sleeping bag close to his 
chilled body and quietly drifted off to sleep. His comforting 
sleeping thoughts drifted to past year experiences with his 
family. It brought escape from the current situation that was 
unfolding and a smile appeared on the sleeping assassin’s face 
when visions of his family appeared in his dream. 
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