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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated! to all the congregants who worshipped
God and served Christ in the community in this building since 1879
when the First Baptist of South Chicago was chartered?. Subsequently,
it was a glorious day when these early English-speaking immigrants
and first-generation Americans celebrated the opening of their House
of God in 1885.

Similarly, this work is dedicated to the early immigrant, emigrants,
and first-generation Mexicans who in 1926 established their Spanish-
speaking in the building they co-shared the premises for almost three
decades with the English-speaking Baptist congregation. The Mexican
congregation used their initial name of Primera Iglesia Bautista
Mexicana de Sur Chicago (First Mexican Baptist Church of South
Chicago). In the 1930s, they changed their name to, Iglesia Bautista El
Salvador (El Salvador Baptist Church).

In 1953, the First Baptist Church of South Chicago moved to
another nearby neighborhood. Consequently, the Mexican Baptist
congregation had the opportunity to purchase the building and one
parcel of land and moved forward with God’s providence. It changed
its name again in a later years to Primera Iglesia Bautista El Salvador.
Then in the 1960s, the Mexican Baptist Church changed its name to
Iglesia Bautista Del Salvador (Del Salvador Baptist Church), which was
its final name. This book is about these men and women and their
work in South Chicago.

| am glad to have been able to find some scarce documentation
about the history of the Mexican Baptist leaders, their ministry and
activities. They were more than a singular sentence reference in the
history of the Baptist work in South Chicago. Their history reveals how
they struggled and succeeded in spreading the Gospel through their
sixty-five year Christian ministry from 1926-1991 when it ceased its
religious services as a congregation.
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Their legacy is a glorious story of Believers representing men,
women, children, and youth. They were unabashed for Christ in the
challenging environs of South Chicago and nearby communities and
other states. | was a humble servant here during some of these years
and am honored to share this long overdue narrative.
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