Written by (Ret) Captain Scott A.
Holst on the fire department history,
this book documents the evolution of
the village, town, and city firefighting
from the earliest bucket brigades
through the post 911 department.
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History of Central Fire Station

New Central Fire Station

Firehouses are truly an American tradition. Firehouses could be found in almost every community across the country.
Firehouses intrigue both young and old, whether it was the anticipation of an alarm, the glistening fire trucks, or the buildings
architectural style. The older houses, even ones that are no longer in service, have a special mystique about them. One could
imagine the history of fires fought and the accompanying stories from each particular house.

Waterville has had many fire houses throughout its boundaries since the inception of the town and at that time, firechouses
were just big tool sheds which held all the new equipment. The first firchouses were owned by the corporations that started them.
The south end of Waterville known as the “Plains” was the first to grow and along with it came the “Ticonic Village Corporation.”
Their engine purchased to fight fire was known as “Bloomer” and it was housed in a building centrally located on Water Street to
respond anywhere in Waterville that it needed to.

As Waterville’s downtown grew, with its many wooden buildings and an ever-growing college, so did its fire department.
The Ticonic Village Corporation would purchase three “Hand Tubs,” the first Ticonic (renamed Veteran 2), a new Ticonic and
Waterville 3, and a new station was needed to be near the growing center of the town. Two buildings on the upper portion of Main
Street were purchased in around 1860 and would be known as the Central Fire Station, which would make responding to any fires
downtown or north to the college a quick response. These fire houses would store a hand tub, hose reel, hose cart and the hook &
ladder truck. The fire houses on the Plains, and Silver Street, would contain a hand tub and hose reel. Ticonic Street station would
house a hose cart and hose reel.

When the fire hydrant became a source of getting greater water to a fire, the hand tubs were sold to other fire departments
throughout the state and beyond and “Hose Wagons” were purchased. Hose 1 and the Appleton Hook & Ladder would become a
fixture in the “Central Fire Station.”
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