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82—What Does It Matter?

Chapels in our jail ran on a strict routine. I arrived at jail about an
hour before chapel to check through all of the protocols. Once cleared,
I had to set up the chapel, overheads, screens, music, and chairs.
Sweeping the floors might be necessary. Then I needed to get prayed
up for the arrival of the inmates. Transport officers started delivering
inmates from different parts of the jail, locking them in with me—and
maybe other volunteers—as they left to go pick up more.

As the inmates arrived, we got the chance to shake the hand of each
one. This kind of human contact was forbidden in the modules. It was
during these moments before all arrived that I had the chance to chat
with those I didn’t know. When we got a new face, I tried to establish
a relationship that I could continue later in his module.

Men sometimes attended for the wrong reasons. Maybe it was to
meet up with a buddy. Maybe the man was just bored.

One inmate came in early, giving me a chance to chat with him. He
didn’t talk much. He was a man of few words. His outward appearance
and demeanor told me he was street-wise, hard, and mean. He crossed
his legs and arms, looking around him, casing the place. My chatting
with him was of not much effect.

He looked me in the eye, unfolded his tattooed arms, pointed with
one finger at his wrist on his other arm where he used to wear a
wristwatch, which was now in the property room. “How long this thing
gonna take?” he growled, making sure [ knew he didn’t care to be there
after all. His voice was tainted with a bit of disgust and anger.

That’s why we got prayed up; it was for guys like him. That’s when
the Holy Spirit spoke for us. I replied, “If it’s good, what does it
matter?” I remember thinking to myself, where did that line come
from?

He was at a loss for words.
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The rest of the men filed in, and we started the chapel with praise
songs, a short testimony, and then the sermon. All of this sounds quite
dry, but when the Spirit of God is in it, it is transformed into something
that changes men’s lives. It was amazing to see hardened men softened
up by God’s Word, whether they were there for the right reasons or the
wrong ones. Strong men got humbled, confessing their sins, and they
got right with God.

Oh, by the way, the wise guy who wanted to know when he could
get out of there? He got saved that day.
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