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Geoff Lawson is an architect who resides in Arlington, VA. His interest in family history began after 

years of living up and down the East Coast and eventually returning to the Washington, DC 

Metropolitan Area. When asked where he was from, he often found himself without a meaningful 

answer—an absence that sparked his genealogical journey. 

Nearly two decades earlier, while in graduate school, Lawson had unknowingly taken his first 

steps toward this pursuit. In a course entitled History of British Landscape Architecture, he wrote 

a paper on North Yorkshire manor houses—long before discovering that his family’s origins lay in 

that very region. 

His fascination with history also led him to travel throughout Virginia, photographing historic 

buildings. Only later did he realize that several of these places held direct connections to his 

ancestors. Some of those photographs now appear within the pages of this book. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The surname LAWSON appears across populations of varied backgrounds. Genetic testing confirms that individuals 

bearing this name belong to a broad range of paternal y-DNA haplogroups, demonstrating that not all Lawsons 

descend from a single male ancestor within the last several millennia.1 Nevertheless, testing also identifies a large 

and ancient Lawson lineage originating in the Anglo-Scottish borderlands. Over time, this lineage fragmented into 

many distinct branches. Numerous unrelated families later adopted the name independently. 

 

This ancestral line—referred to here as the Corbridge Group—was among the earliest to establish itself in the 

Virginia Colony. Although not formally recognized among the “First Families of Virginia,” several members 

maintained close social, political, and financial relationships with them.2 My own branch of the family has been 

present in Virginia for at least thirteen generations. With the passage of centuries, many of the earliest connections 

have become obscured or lost. 

 

ORIGIN OF SURNAMES 

Prior to 1066, most people in Britain used only a single given name. This changed following the Norman Conquest, 

when William, Duke of Normandy, defeated King Harold at the Battle of Hastings and was crowned King of England 

on Christmas Day. William confiscated the estates of the Anglo-Saxon nobility and redistributed them to his Norman 

followers, creating a new aristocracy. 3 

 

The adoption of surnames in Britain began within this Norman elite, generally three to four generations after the 

Conquest.4 As populations grew and governments developed systems of taxation and property ownership, the 

necessity for hereditary surnames increased. By the reign of Edward II, surnames had spread into all social classes.5 

 

Surnames developed through several principal forms: 

• Toponymic: based on location (e.g., York, London) 

• Occupational: based on trade (e.g., Miller, Weaver) 

 
1 (FamilyTreeDNA, 2024). 
2 (Hatch, 1992). 
3 (Douglas, 1964). 
4 (Reaney & Wilson, 1991). 
5 (McKinley, 1990). 
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• Descriptive: based on personal traits (e.g., White, Armstrong) 

• Patronymic: based on descent from a male ancestor (e.g., Johnson, Williamson) 

 

PATRONYMIC SURNAMES 

Patronymic surnames originated in Scandinavia and spread throughout northern Europe.6 In their earliest form they 

were not hereditary but altered each generation to reflect the father’s given name. One important feature of this 

system is that people with different patronyms were often closely related, while those with the same patronym 

might be entirely unrelated.  

 

For example, if two brothers—Lars and Hans—had children, their descendants would likely carry different 

patronyms: one branch becoming Larsson, the other Hansson. Conversely, multiple unrelated families might adopt 

the same patronym simply because their fathers shared a common first name. 

 

Illustrative sequence: 

• Father: Hans Andersson (“son of Ander”) 

• Children: Lars Hansson, Anna Hansdotter 

• Grandchild: Peter Larsson 

• Great-grandchild: Erik Petersson 

 

This practice persisted until the modern era: abolished in the Netherlands (1811), the Scottish Highlands (early 

1800s), Denmark (1826), Norway (1923), and Sweden (1963).7  

 

Viking settlement introduced patronyms into Britain, particularly in Northumbria and Mercia, regions with 

substantial Scandinavian admixture.8 In Britain, however, patronyms became hereditary much earlier, often by the 

14th or 15th century. Regional linguistic patterns influenced their form: the suffix -s predominated in Mercia (e.g., 

Laws), while -son was characteristic of Northumbria and Scotland (e.g., Lawson).9 

 

 
6 (Hanks, 2003). 
7 (Scandinavian Genealogical Society, 2010). 
8 (Higham, 1986). 
9 (Black, 1946). 
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ORIGINS OF THE LAWSON SURNAME 

The surname LAWSON has multiple independent origins, shaped by geography and culture. Its two most widely 

recognized derivations are: 

• As a patronymic meaning “son of Law,” a diminutive, or shortened version, of Lawrence.10 

• As an Americanized rendering of Danish Larsen or Swedish Larsson.11 

 

Other attested developments include: 

• Scotland (Stirling): Clan MacLaren (MacLabruinn), descended from Labhran (Gaelic for Lawrence), 

occasionally Anglicized MacLaren, meaning ‘son of Lawrence’, to Lawson.12 

• Ireland (Kerry): Clan MacLabhais, descended from Labhras (Irish Gaelic for Lawrence), occasionally 

Anglicized MacLabhais, meaning ‘son of Lawrence’, to Lawson.13 

• Scotland (Aberdeen): Developed the name Lowson, derived from Old English hlāw (“hill”). Related 

surnames include Lowe, Lowry, and Lawrie.14 In this context, Lawson may a modernization of Lowson and 

denote ‘son of a hill-dweller.’ 

 

 

NORTHUMBRIA, ENGLAND 

The earliest appearance of the name was Thomas Lawesson (c.1180) in Upper Littondale, near the present-day 

villages of Litton and Arncliffe, along the Skirfare River in North Yorkshire–a tributary of the Wharfe River15 which 

was once part of the ancient Kingdom of Northumbria. Other early records include Leonard Lawesson (Corbridge 

subsidy roll, 1336) and Henry Lawesson (Yorkshire Poll Tax Rolls, 1379).  

 

Northumbria included the modern counties of Yorkshire (YKS), now North, West, South, and East Yorkshire, as well 

as Durham (DUR), Cumberland (CUL), Cheshire (CHS), Westmorland (WES), Northumberland (NBL), and 

Lancashire (LAN). At its peak, Northumbria stretched into parts of southern Scotland, including the border regions 

all the way up to Edinburgh.  

 
10 (Reaney & Wilson, 1991). 
11 (Hanks, 2003). 
12 (Skene, 1837). 
13 (Woulfe, 1923). 
14 (Black, 1946). 
15 (McCready, 2019, p. 14). 
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This fiercely independent region has always stood out from the rest of Britain. As the center for Viking settlement 

during the Middle Ages, it was ruled at times by Norse Vikings and by the Danes, who made Jorvik (now York) their  

principal city. Despite frequent warfare, the English and Scots along the border developed close ties. Historian 

George Frazier writes, “English and Scots Borderers had everything in common except nationality. They belonged 

to the same self-contained, unique world, lived by the same rules, and shared the same inheritance... distinct from 

the Anglo-Saxons and Celts to the south, as well as the Picts, Scoti, and Strathclyde to the north and west.” 

 

Two Lawson families have existed in Northumbria since early times: the Falsgrave Group and the Corbridge Group. 

These groups may have originated from a single source that split early on, or they could be completely independent. 

The results of DNA studies are inconclusive, as no members of the Falsgrave Group are documented in 

contemporary genetic research. Today, Lawson is the sixth most common surname in North Yorkshire. 

 

FALSGRAVE GROUP 

The Falsgrave Group traces its lineage to John Lawson, Lord of Falsgrave,16 who lived in North Yorkshire in the mid-

1200s. One of his descendants, Sir Wilfred Lawson (1545-1632), served as High Sheriff of Cumberland and was a 

member of the House of Commons (see page 176). Although he died childless, he was succeeded by his nephew, 

Sir Wilfrid Lawson of Isel Hall. Other members of the family established the Lawson Baronetcy of Little Usworth, 

Tyne and Wear, as well as the Lawson Baronetcies of Isel Hall and Brayton Hall, both in Cumberland.17  

 

CORBRIDGE GROUP 

The Corbridge Group traces its ancestry to Thomas Lawesson (c.1180) of Bywell/Corbridge, Northumberland. His 

descendants founded prominent families, including the Baronets of Cramlington, Bywell, and Brough Hall. One of 

his descendants, Thomas Lawson, fought at the Battle of Agincourt in 1415 under Sir John Neville. 

 

It was Thomas's grandson, James Lawson, who laid the foundation for the family’s wealth. James was a merchant 

on Male Street in Newcastle, and he served as the town’s mayor in both 1529 and 1540. Additionally, he held the  

position of King’s tax collector. During the dissolution of the monasteries, he took advantage of the upheaval to  

 
16 Falsgrave is a region of Scarborough, North Yorkshire that was founded in 966 by a Viking named Thorgils 
Skarthi. The first Lord of Falsgrave was a Viking named Tostig Godwinson. 
17 (Isel Hall, Wikipedia, 2025).  
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acquire significant land holdings. By the time of his death in 1544, James owned the manors of Byker and West 

Matsen, along with estates in Nesham, Cockfield, Little Burdon, and Dynshall. His eldest son, Edmund Lawson, 

inherited most of these estates. The family’s fortune was further secured by Ralph Lawson, Edmund’s grandson, 

who moved the family to a new home at Brough Hall in Yorkshire. In 1565, Ralph married Elizabeth Brough (de 

Burgh), the heiress of Brough Hall, passing the estate to their son, John Lawson.18 

 

The family’s fortunes took a downturn during the English Civil War when their lands were confiscated by the 

Cromwellians for being Catholic and Royalist. As a result, many family members emigrated to America as religious 

refugees (see page 10).  

 

ORIGINS OF THE VIRGINIA AND CORBRIDGE LAWSONS 

The last major scholarly attempt to investigate the origins of the Virginia Lawsons was Caroline Kemper Bulkley’s 

1933 essay, Notes on Immigrant Lawsons of Tidewater: A Search for Clues to the Illustration of Origins.19 Bulkley 

suggested a possible connection to the ancient Lawsons of Corbridge but left numerous uncertainties unresolved. 

Later studies tended to concentrate on local or regional branches of the family within the United States, without 

addressing the earliest origins. 

 

Current research demonstrates that nearly all the earliest Lawsons of Virginia and Maryland descend from the 

Corbridge Lawsons of North Yorkshire.20 This lineage exhibits both Anglo-Roman and Anglo-Norman-Flemish 

elements, complicating the question of whether the surname, in this instance, is derived from Latin or French. 

 

• Latin/Anglo-Roman hypothesis: LAWSON signifies “son of Law,” with Law being a diminutive of Lawrence 

(Latin Lavericii or Laurentius Filius). Laurentius originally denoted “man of Laurentum,” an ancient city 

predating Rome, and came to mean “crowned with laurels,” a symbol of nobility.21 The widespread cult of St. 

Laurence, martyred in 258 CE, disseminated the name throughout Christendom, with at least 237 churches in 

Britain dedicated in his honor.22 

 
18 (Raine, Hodgson, and Bruce, 1840, pp. 94-95). 
19 (Bulkley, 1933, pp. 19-33). 
20 (FamilyTreeDNA, 2020). 
21 (Kajanto, 1965). 
22 (Farmer, 2011). 
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Once thought to descend from Robert Laurence who fought in the Battle of Acre during the Third Crusade in 

1187, modern researchers of the ancient Laurence/Lawrence family of Ashton Hall in Lancashire now believe 

this to be imaginative at best. Instead, their surname is believed to be of Norman French origin, likely evolving 

from the French variation LAURENS. Lawson in this context would derive from similar origins. 

 

• French/Anglo-Norman hypothesis: LAWSON (or earlier LAWESSON) represents a phonetic adaptation of 

L’Oison (“gosling” or “young goose”), from Old French oisel (bird), itself from Latin avis.23 In this interpretation, 

LAWSON began as a toponymic, connected to the L’Oison River Valley in Normandy, rather than a patronymic. 

 

Heraldry lends weight to the latter hypothesis. The Lawsons of Brough Hall bore arms featuring a chevron and 

martlet (a stylized bird), consistent with a broader pattern among Norman- and Flemish-origin gentry in 

Yorkshire.24 Comparable families—such as the Mallorys of Studley Royal, the Lascelles of Northallerton, the 

FitzHughs of Ravensworth, and the Swales of Swale Hall—also employed bird imagery and maintained recusant 

Catholic associations.25  

 

By contrast, the Lawrence family and its offshoot surnames employed symbols of Roman and ecclesiastical 

resonance, such as the red cross. 

 

LATER LAWSONS IN AMERICA 

In America, additional Lawson families arose through immigration, assimilation, and adaptation. Dutch, Swedish, 

and Ashkenazi Jewish families with phonetically similar names sometimes adopted Lawson as an English 

equivalent, even when their original surname was not Larsson or Larsen.26 African American families also frequently 

adopted the surname—either during or after the colonial era—owing to its prominence in early records and its 

association with the colonial gentry.27 For a systematic survey of all known Lawson groups in the United States and 

their respective origins (see chapter 5 on page 166). 

 
23 (Reaney & Wilson, 1991). 
24 (Burke, 1884). 
25 (Gill, 1980). 
26 (Hanks, 2003). 
27 (Berlin, 1974). 
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301 (Glover, 1875, p. 254).  
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302 

 
302 (Glover, 1875, p. 3). 



 

 

THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA GEOFF LAWSON

220 

 
303 

 
303 (Flower, 1881, pp. 184-185). 
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304  

 
304 (Flower, 1881, p. 26). 
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BURGH - “They who assumed the surname of Burgh, Brough, or Burke, are descended from William Fitz-Adelm, 

steward of Henry IL., and Governor of Wexford in Ireland.” - Sir Egerton Brydges.  

This refers to the existing family, whose splendid pedigree, giving them "an Imperial Carolingian descent in the 

male line, and a more dignified origin than the houses of Bourbon, Hanover, Saxony, Savoy, or Stuart," dates only 

from about the middle of the last century, when it appeared for the first time in an Irish peerage, and is utterly 

ignored by Dugdale and the older authorities. " Burgh" must here stand for Serlo de Burgh, a powerful Northern 

baron in the time of the Conqueror, who built Knaresborough Castle, and appears to have taken his name from the 

manor of Burgh, in Yorkshire. He left no son, and was succeeded by his nephew Eustace FitzJohn, who married two 

of the greatest heiresses in England, and founded the illustrious houses of De Vesci and De Lacy.  

 



 

 

THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA GEOFF LAWSON

223 

THE MANUSCRIPTS OF SIR JOHN LAWSON, BART., OF BROUGH HALL 
 

The principal manuscripts are a beautiful volume containing the life of St. Cuthbert, a very early York manual; a 

Brut Chronicle of very late transcription; and original letters by the Young Pretender and the Earl of Perth in 1745. 

There are also some papers showing how vexatiously penal laws once pressed upon Catholics. 305 

Life of St. Cuthbert: a small 4to, vellum, written about A.D. 1200; forty fine paintings (by British artists) heightened 

with gold, each occupying a page: 

Begins —(2b) Liber Sancti Cuthberti. Domino ac beatissimo patri Eadfrido episcopo. 

4a. Incipit Epistola Bede presbiteri venerabilis ad Johannem presbiterum. 

5a. Table of contents. 

7b. De Vita beati Cuthberti.306 

Ends – deformitatis et tumoris apparuisset. Explicit liber de vita ac miraculis beatissimi patris Cuthberti 

Lindisfarnensis Ecclesie Episcopi. Item de quo supra ex. 4to eccl. historia gentis Anglorum lib. 30, et. al.  

 

On a new leaf, and apparently as if a new work were beginning, - Quomodo in peregrini habitu a ministro Elfridi 

pariem  divisum que postea integ. Inventus est, et quomodo idem Elfridus ipso adjuvante rex effectus – Deus 

omnipotens juste.307 Ends – protinus abscessit.308 

 

Quo anno sanctus Cuthbertus ordinatus est, ea quantum amabatur et venerabatur ab antiquis.309 

Regins – Anno dominice incarationis sexcentesimo lxxv. Ordinatus est beatus pater Cuthbertus (5 leaves).  Ends – 

per predictum archiespiscopum Hagustaldensem ecclesiam ingreditur. 

(It would be well to collate this volume, to see exactly from what sources the contents have been gathered.) 

 

York Manual, MS., the oldest known. (This I did not see as it had been lent by Sir J. Lawson to one of his friends.) 

 

 
305 (Horwood, 1876). 
306 (Hardy, vol. 1, p. 301).  
307 (Hardy, vol. 1, p. 303). 
308 (Hardy, vol. 1, p. 315). 
309 (Hardy, vol. 1, p. 316). 
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A Latin Psalter. 12mo, vellum, 15th century. The Psalter is followed by a prayer in time of pestilence.  Before the 

Calendar are these versus: 

In Marche after pe firste  

Loke the prime where pat it be The pride Sunday evermo Is estri day hou so hit go. 

 zif pe prime on the Sunday be, Tolle hym first for oon of the pree. 

 

Nota, quod in mense Marcio post primam C. literam requires primam post communionem, et tercia dominica 

semper erit pascha. Et si prima illa contigerit die dominica numerabis illam dominicam pro una do tribus.  

 

There is a Paschal table from 1430 to 1616. On a fly-leaf is written, Dominus Robertus Blakeney “hujus libri est 

processor.” Robert Blakeney was the last Prior of Tynemouth. The MS. seems to have been written at Wymundham 

Abbey, Co. Norfolk. 

  

Horae (in French), vellum. On the binding are the arms of France, with a label of three points; and the intials A. M. 

in a circle. parliament matters. The text is adorned with full-page pictures.  

 

Semaine Sainte. A printed volume of the last century, but noticeable as having been used by the unfortunate Louis 

XVI. It was presented by the Abbess of Scorton to the Lawsons. 

 

The Brut Chronicle. Folio, paper, 17th century. (183 pp.) It seems to be of the ordinary type, beginning, Sometime 

in the noble land of Surrey. Ends with the 234d chapter, of the Siege of Rouen (nearly 4 pp. of small writings); the 

last words are, " helpe themselves in the best manner they might." 

 

1591, June 1.- Recognizance, with a condition avoiding it, if the person bound attended the church services. 

 

Folio paper, 17th century. Declaration of all the Ancient Memorials, Rites, and Customs belonging or being in the 

Monastical Church of Durham before the Suppression. (This has been printed.) 

 

Begins - First in the front or highest part of the church. (122 pp.) Ends with dates. Copied in 1656. 
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Life of Dorothy Lawson, paper, 17th century. This lady was the second daughter of Sir Henry Constable, and 

married Roger Lawson, 39 Eliz. From this MS. Her biography was printed at Newcastle in 1855. 

1686.—Printed service for touching for the King's Evil, as used by King Henry VII. The rubrics are in English, the 

text in Latin. (A paper on this subject is in the volume for 1871 of the Archaeological Institute; and the subject is 

treated in Dr. Pettigrew's book on Medical Superstitions.) 

1746.—Copy of the last words written by the Earl of Derwentwater in the Tower of London. 

1696, April 8.—Durham.-License, under the hands and seals of Robert Ellison, Jo. Gordon, mayor Geo. Morland, 

and Jo. Sedgwick, for Thomas Maire, of the City of Durham, gentleman, being a popish recusant convict, with his 

servant John Jopling also a papist, who by lawes and statutes are restrained from travelling above five miles from 

their place of abode. Maire had informed them, four of His Majesty's justices of the peace, that he had occasion to 

travel into the county of Oxford to court a young lady in order to a marriage and had taken an oath that this was the 

true cause. They gave license for him and his servant to go to Oxford, and to be absent for three months, an then 

he is to return to Durham. 

At the foot, “In the absence of the Lord Lieutenant, “I, one of the Deputy Lieutenants, do allow the license. – Ralph 

Carr, 8 April 1696. Sworn before me, Jo. Sedwick.” 

Mr. Mair was a respectable person, for he kept his Ms., the oldest known. (This I did carriage; but he could not 

safely use it, or cultivate his hot see, as it had been lent by Sir J. Lawson to one of arable land without the following 

license: 

1705, May 31.-Council letter (sealed), signed by the 1 Latin Psalter. 12mo, vellum, 15th century. The Earls of 

Pembroke, Bradford, and Scarborough, salter is followed by the Litany and other prayers, Lord Coningsby and J. 

Holt, and countersigned by James Vernon; permitting Thomas Maire at Lartington and closes with a prayer in time 

of co. York, to keep six horses for his coach and husbandry Before the Calendar are these verses,- purposes, and 

three breeding mares with their colts,  

An original letter from Charles (Prince Regent), grandson of James II., sealed with the royal arms of England; as 

follows :1745, Nov. 27.—Preston.—After the success which Providence has granted to my arms in Ireland, thought 

I could not do better than to enter England, always assured I should meet with where I had been equally disposed 

to exert their loyalty to many friends their native King, and to shake off a foreign yoke under which the Nation has 



 

 

THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA GEOFF LAWSON

226 

so long groaned. I have now put into their hands an opportunity of doing both, by repairing with what strength every 

man can to my army, from which the Enemy industriously keeps at such a distance. The particular character I have 

heard of you, make me hope to see You among the first. I am persuaded you will not baulk my expectations, and 

you need not doubt but I shall always remember to your advantage the example you shall thus have put to your 

neighbours, and consequently to all England.  CHARLES, P. R. 

The above letter was inclosed in the following from the Earl of Perth:- 1745, Nov. 27-Preston.-Sir, The Prince has 

ordered me to send the inclosed, and I suppose that so kind an Invitation [from one] who comes to fight as much 

for the good of his subjects as for the recovering of his own right cannot (but] be as acceptable to you as it will be 

to all those that are men of honour and loyalty and of true British hearts, as I don't doubt but you will answer it as 

far as lies in your power. 

He desires me to tell you, that in case the circumstances of the Country you are in is such as you can think to raise any 

men in it, He intends that you should concert with the rest of the Gentlemen that you think will join you in the country. 

The Commissions that you may respectively take upon yourself, and he will confirm them immediately. It will be 

lookt upon as a Batalion if it come to the number of four or five hundred men or upwards. But whatever numbers 

you bring will be acceptable, tho' they were below that, and even tho' they were very small, your own joining in 

person will be very agreeable to him and be very usefull to the cause, and I am per-swaded you will think it very 

much to your honour. 

As I have to have the pleasure of seeing you soon I shall add no more but that I am, with the sincerest regard, Sir, 

your most obedient humble servant, PERTH. 

P. S.—This was directed, but it was judged proper to score it out for the more security. In a portfolio there are 

numerous deeds and other documents mounted; among these I noticed,- 

1518.-Certification by John, Prior of Mount Grace, of a deposition by Thomas Lawson, a monk. 

29 Hen. VIII., July 4— Letters patent under the great seal, reciting the Act of Parliament of 21 Hen. the King 

exempts the Priory of St. Mary of Nesham, the operation Act.— Johanna Lawson, prioress of the order of St. Benet, 

to be Prioress of the House.-Enrolled. 

1537.—Lease, with seale of the Priory of Nesham. 
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BIOGRAPHY OF SAINTS 

SAINT EPAPHRODITUS (1st century AD) – A disciple of Saint Paul and one of the earliest converts to Christianity 

in Philippi, Epaphroditus is mentioned in Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians as a “brother, co-worker, and fellow 

soldier.” Sent by the Philippian church to assist Paul during his imprisonment in Rome, he delivered their gifts and 

ministered to the Apostle’s needs, nearly dying in the process. 

 

Recovered and later sent back to Philippi with Paul’s heartfelt commendation, Epaphroditus carried the Epistle to 

the Philippians, making him one of the first known couriers of Christian Scripture. Tradition holds that he later 

became bishop either of Philippi or of Terracina in Italy. Venerated for his devotion, humility, and self-sacrifice, 

Saint Epaphroditus stands as an early model of faithful service in the apostolic Church. 

 

 

SAINT LAURENCE OF ROME (c.225–258) – A deacon under Pope Saint Sixtus II, Laurence was martyred—along 

with four clerics—just four days after the pope’s execution, likely during Emperor Valerian’s persecution of 

Christians. Accounts of his death were recorded by Damasus, Prudentius, Ambrose, and Augustine. The church 

built over his tomb became one of the seven principal churches of Rome and an important site of pilgrimage. 

 

According to an early legend, Laurence—responsible for the Church’s goods and the distribution of alms—gave 

away all available funds to the poor, widows, and orphans, even selling sacred vessels to increase the amount. 

When the Prefect of Rome, believing the Christians possessed great wealth, demanded that Laurence surrender 

these treasures, Laurence asked for three days to prepare them. At the appointed time, he presented a large 

gathering of the blind, lame, maimed, leprous, orphaned, and widowed, declaring: “These are the treasures of the 

Church.” Enraged, the prefect ordered his slow execution on a gridiron over burning coals. After enduring the 

torture for some time, Laurence is said to have remarked with courage: “It is well done. Turn me over!”310 

 

 

SAINT PAULINUS OF YORK (c. 584–644) – An Italian priest sent by Pope Gregory the Great in 601 to assist Saint 

Augustine of Canterbury in converting the pagan Anglo-Saxons. In 625, he was consecrated bishop and 

 
310 (Wace, 1911). 
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accompanied Princess Æthelburg of Kent to Northumbria for her marriage to King Edwin. Through persuasive 

preaching—and a prophetic dream recounted by Edwin—Paulinus brought about the mass conversion of the 

Northumbrians in 627, establishing York as a major Christian center. 

 

Following King Edwin’s death in 633, Paulinus was forced to return to Kent, yet his mission laid the groundwork for 

the future archbishopric of York. Remembered as the first historian of the English Church, he was notable for 

adapting Christian teachings to Anglo-Saxon traditions, ensuring the faith’s lasting presence in England.311 

  

 
311 (Persoon, 2022). 



 

 

THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA GEOFF LAWSON

229 

APPENDIX II 

 
 

 

 

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

  



 

 

THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA GEOFF LAWSON

230 

Abbot, W. W., et al., eds. The Papers of George Washington. Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1968. 

Abraham, Lisa. Lawson’s Stores Prosper in Japan. Akron Beacon Journal, January 13, 2009. 

Andrews, Charles M. The Colonial Period of American History. Vol. 1. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1934. 

Annals of the English Benedictines at Ghent. Now at St. Mary’s Abbey, Oulton in Staffordshire, 1894. 

Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. Manuscript D, entry for the year 793. 

Barrett, James H. What Caused the Viking Age? Antiquity 82, no. 317, 2008. 

Bastow, Sarah L. Aspects of the history of the Catholic gentry of Yorkshire from the Pilgrimage of Grace to the 

First Civil War. Doctoral thesis, University of Huddersfield, 2002. 

Berlin, Ira. Slaves Without Masters: The Free Negro in the Antebellum South. New York: The New Press, 1974. 

Besse, Joseph. A Collection of the Sufferings of the People Called Quakers. Vol. 1. London: Luke Hinde, 1753. 

Biggar, South Lanarkshire. Wikipedia. Accessed September 7, 2025. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biggar,_South_Lanarkshire. 

Billings, Warren M. A Little Parliament: The Virginia General Assembly in the Seventeenth Century. Richmond: 

Library of Virginia, 2004. 

Bindoff, S. T. The History of Parliament: The House of Commons 1509–1558. London: HMSO, 1981. 

Binczewski, Jennifer. Power in Vulnerability: Widows and Priest Holes in the Early Modern English Catholic 

Community. British Catholic History 35, no. 1 (May 2020): 1–24. doi:10.1017/bch.2020.1. 

Black, George F. The Surnames of Scotland: Their Origin, Meaning and History. New York: New York Public 

Library, 1946. 

Blanchard, Gill. Lawson Lies Still in the Thames: The Extraordinary Life of Vice-Admiral Sir John Lawson. Stroud, 

Gloucestershire: Amberley Publishing, 2017. 

Boddie, John B. Colonial Surry. Baltimore: Southern Book Company, 1959. 

Bottoms, Emmett E. Seventeenth Century Settlement of the Nansemond River in Virginia. Master of Arts (MA), 

thesis, History, Old Dominion University, 1983, DOI: 10.25777/9ppr-2744 

Bozman, John Leeds. The History of Maryland, from Its First Settlement, in 1633, to the Restoration, in 1660. 

Baltimore: James Lucas & E. K. Deaver, 1837. 

Braithwaite, William C. The Beginnings of Quakerism. 2nd ed. York: William Sessions, 1981. 

Brown, Katherine L., and Nancy T. Sorrells. Christ Church, Lancaster County, Virginia. Irvington, VA: Foundation 

for Historic Christ Church, 2001. 

Brown, Katherine L., and Nancy T. Sorrells. People in Profile: Christ Church Parish, Lancaster County, Virginia, 



 

 

THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA GEOFF LAWSON

231 

1720–1750. Irvington, VA: Foundation for Historic Christ Church, 2002. 

Browne, William Hand. Maryland: The History of a Palatinate. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin and Company, 1884. 

Brugger, Robert J. Maryland: A Middle Temperament, 1634–1980. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 

1988. 

Bulkley, Caroline Kemper. Notes on Immigrant Lawsons of Tidewater: A Search for Clues to the Illustration of 

Origins. William and Mary College Quarterly Historical Magazine, 2nd ser., 13, 1933. 

Buchan, James Walter and Henry Paton. A History of Peeblesshire. Vol. 3. Glasgow: Jackson, Wylie and Co., 

1927. 

Burke, John. A Genealogical and Heraldic History of the Commoners of Great Britain and Ireland. Vol. 2. London: 

Henry Colburn, 1838. 

Burke, John. The General Armory of England, Scotland, Ireland, and Wales. London: Harrison, 1884. 

Calthrop, M. M. C. Recusant Roll No. 1, 1592–3. Catholic Record Society 18 (1916): 98–99. 

Cambo House. Storied Collection. Accessed September 7, 2025. https://storiedcollection.com/cambo-house/. 

Caraman, P. Henry Morse: Priest of the Plague. London: Longmans, 1957. 

Carter, C. C. M. Gillow, Lit. Biog. Hist. 4:161–165. In Recusant History, 1976. 

Carter, Jeff. Ancestors of Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, 2012. 

Casstevens, Frances H. Death in North Carolina’s Piedmont: Tales of Murder, Suicide and Causes Unknown. 

Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2006. 

Christensen, Arne Emil. Ships and Navigation in the Viking Age. Roskilde: Viking Ship Museum, 2000. 

Chmara, Theresa and Daniel Mach. Civil Liability for an Alleged Hostile Work Environment Related to Patron or 

Employee Internet Use. Memorandum. Jenner & Block, February 2, 2004. 

Clay, Charles Travis and David C. Douglas. The Origins of Some Anglo-Norman Families. Leeds: Yorkshire 

Archaeological Society, 1951. 

Cline, Patsy. Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum. Accessed September 7, 2025. 

https://www.countrymusichalloffame.org/artist/patsy-cline. 

Clowes, William Laird. The Royal Navy: A History from the Earliest Times to the Present. Vol. 2. London: 

Sampson Low, Marston and Company, 1898. 

Coldham, Peter Wilson. The Complete Book of Emigrants, 1607–1660. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 

1987. 

Connelly, R. The Women of the Catholic Resistance in England, 1540–1680. London: Routledge, 1997. 

Cornforth, John. Brough Hall, Yorkshire, the Seat of Sir Ralph Lawson, Bt. N.p.: Country Life, 1967. 



 

 

THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA GEOFF LAWSON

232 

Council of the State Virginia. Journals of the Council and General Court of Virginia. Richmond: Division of 

Purchase and Printing, 1931. 

Coventry, Martin. The Castles of Scotland. Musselburgh: Goblinshead, 1997. 

Crawford, Barbara E. Scandinavian Scotland. Leicester: Leicester University Press, 1987. 

Crick, Thomas. St. Anne’s Church Catterick. In Catterick and Surrounding Villages: History and Regeneration. 

Catterick: A1 Community Works, 2005. 

Currer-Briggs, Noel. The Carters of Virginia: Their English Ancestry. London: Phillimore & Co., 1979. 

Curwen, John F. Records Relating to the Barony of Kendale. Vol. 3. Kendal: Titus Wilson, 1926. 

Dairy Mart Uncovers Piece of History. Convenience Store News, April 16, 2002. Archived February 10, 2009. 

Domesday Book. The National Archives, Kew, UK. Accessed September 6, 2025. 

Douglas, David C. William the Conqueror: The Norman Impact upon England. Berkeley: UC Press, 1964. 

Downham, Clare. Viking Kings of Britain and Ireland. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2007. 

Dugdale, William. Monasticon Anglicanum: A History of the Abbeys and Other Monasteries, Hospitals, Friaries, 

and Cathedrals and Collegiate Churches, with Their Dependencies in England. London, 1849. 

Ekwall, Eilert. The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Placenames. 4th ed. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1960. 

FamilyTreeDNA. Lawson Y-DNA Group Project Results. Houston, TX: FTDNA, updated 2024. 

Farmer, David Hugh. The Oxford Dictionary of Saints. 5th ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011. 

Farrer, William, and J. Brownbill. Townships: Lancaster. In A History of the County of Lancaster: Volume 8. 

London: Victoria County History, 1914. British History Online. Accessed July 19, 2020. www.british-

history.ac.uk/vch/lancs/vol8/pp4-31. 

Farrer, William, and John F. Curwen. Introduction. In Records Relating to the Barony of Kendale, vol. 1. 1923. 

British History Online. Accessed Jan 12, 2025. https://www.british-history.ac.uk/kendale-barony/vol1/vii-xvii. 

Felshman, Jeffrey. Mission Implausible: The Charismatic Leader of One of the Century’s Most Popular Utopian 

Movements …. Chicago Reader, June 18, 1998. 

Fleet, Beverley. Virginia Colonial Abstracts. Richmond: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1913–1930. 

Flower, William. The Visitation of Yorkshire in the Years 1563 and 1564. Edited by Charles Best Norcliffe. 

London: Harleian Society, 1881. 

Foss, Edward. The Judges of England. Vol. 6. London: Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans, 1848. 

Fraser, William Ruxton. History of the Parish and Burgh of Laurencekirk. Edinburgh: William Blackwood and 

Sons, 1830. 

Gairdner, James. Letters and Papers, Foreign and Domestic, of the Reign of Henry VIII. London: Her Majesty’s 



 

 

THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA GEOFF LAWSON

233 

Stationery Office, 1862–1932. 

Gardner, Martin. Fads and Fallacies in the Name of Science. New York: Dover Publications, 1957. 

Gill, R. Recusant Families of Yorkshire. York: Catholic Record Society, 1980. 

Gillow, Joseph. A Literary and Biographical History, or Bibliographical Dictionary, of the English Catholics from 

the Breach with Rome in 1534 to the Present Time. Vol. 3. London: Burns & Oates, 1887. 

Glover, Robert. The Visitation of Yorkshire, Made in the Years 1584/5. Edited by Joseph Foster. London: Joseph 

Foster, 1875. 

Godwin, Francis. Annales of England. London: A. Islip, 1616. 

Gorges, Raymond. The Story of a Family Through Eleven Centuries. Boston: Merrymount Press, 1944. 

Grässe, Johann Georg Theodor. Orbis Latinus: Lexikon Lateinischer Geographischer Namen des Mittelalters und 

der Neuzeit. Grossausgabe. Edited by Helmut Plechl with Sophie-Charlotte Plechl. Braunschweig: Klinkhardt & 

Biermann, 1972. 

Green, Virginia R. History of Pittsylvania County. Richmond: Everett Waddey, 1920. 

Guppy, Henry Brougham. Homes of Family Names in Great Britain. London: Harrison, 1890. 

Hadley, D. M. The Vikings in England: Settlement, Society and Culture. Manchester: Manchester Univ Press, 

2006. 

Hahn, Besie Wilmarth. Original Patentees of Land at Washington Prior to 1700. Silver Spring: Westland, 1936. 

Hall, Clayton Colman. Original Narratives of Early American History: Narratives of Early Maryland (1633-1684). 

Halsall, Paul. Medieval Sourcebook: Ecclesiastical History of the English Nation, Book I. Fordham University, 

Internet Medieval Sourcebook. 

Hamilton, A. The Chronicle of the English Augustinian Canonesses Regular of the Lateran. Vol. 1, 1904. 

Hamilton, Henry. An Economic History of Scotland in the Eighteenth Century. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

1963. 

Hancock, David. Oceans of Wine: Madeira and the Emergence of American Trade, 1680–1815. New Haven: Yale 

University Press, 2009. 

Hanks, Patrick. Dictionary of American Family Names. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003. 

Hanlon, D. These Be but Women, from the Renaissance to the Counter-Reformation. 

Hanson, George Aldophus. Old Kent, the Eastern Shore of Maryland; Notes illustrative of the most ancient 

records of Kent County, MD 

Hardy, Thomas Duffus. Descriptive Catalogue of Materials Relating to the History of Great Britain and Ireland, to 

the End of the Reign of Henry VII. Vol. 1. London: Longman, Green, Longman, Roberts, and Green, 1862. 



 

 

THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA GEOFF LAWSON

234 

Hatch, Charles E. The First Families of Virginia. Richmond: Virginia Historical Society, 1992. 

Haywood, John. Historical Atlas of the Vikings. London: Penguin Books, 1995. 

Hening, William Waller. The Statutes at Large; Being a Collection of All the Laws of Virginia, from the First 

Session of the Legislature, in the Year 1619. 13 vols. Richmond: J. & G. Cochran, 1823. 

Henry, Lyell D. Zig-Zag-and-Swirl: Alfred W. Lawson’s Quest for Greatness. Ames: Iowa State University Press, 

1991. 

Hey, David. Family Names and Family History. London: Hambledon and London, 2000. 

Hill, Christopher. Society and Puritanism in Pre-Revolutionary England. London: Secker & Warburg, 1964. 

Hoffmann, Gregg. What in the Heck Is the Univ of Lawsonomy? OnMilwaukee, December 15, 2002. 

Holinshed, Raphael. Chronicles of England, Scotland, and Ireland. London, 1577; expanded 1587. 

Holloman, Charles R. Lawson, John. In Dictionary of North Carolina Biographies. Edited by William S. Powell. 

Raleigh: University of North Carolina Press, 1997. https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/lawson-john-0. 

Horn, James. Adapting to a New World: English Society in the Seventeenth-Century Chesapeake. Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina Press, 1994. 

Horsfall Turner, J. Yorkshire Genealogist. Vol. 4. Bradford: C. E. H. Turner, 1883. 

Horwood, Alfred John. A Manuscript Belonging to Sir John Lawson, Bart., of Brough Hall, Yorkshire. London: 

Great Britain Historical Manuscripts Commission, 1876. 

Hotten, John Camden. The Original Lists of Persons of Quality; Emigrant; Religious Exiles; Political Rebels; 

Serving Men Sold for a Term of Years; Apprentices; Children Stolen; Maidens Pressed; and Others Who Went for 

Great Britain to the American Plantations, 1600–1700. London: Hotten, 1874. 

House of Anjou. WikiTree. Last modified June 19, 2019. Accessed September 6, 2025. 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:House_of_Anjou. 

The Howson Patent. The Arlington Historical Magazine 1, no. 3 (1959): 64. Text copied from the Fairfax County 

Land Records. https://arlhist.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/1973-5-Grants.pdf. 

Hoskins, W. G. The Making of the English Landscape. London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1955. 

Hudson, John. Land, Law, and Lordship in Anglo-Norman England. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1994. 

Humbie Old Place. The Castles of Scotland. Accessed September 7, 2025. thecastlesofscotland.co.uk/the-best-

castles/other-articles/humbie-old-place. 

Hume, David. The History of England, from the Invasion of Julius Caesar to the Revolution in 1688. Vol. 5. 

London: Cadell, 1778. 

Hunt, William. The Puritan Moment: Essays in History and Literature. London: Routledge, 1900. 



 

 

THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA GEOFF LAWSON

235 

Hutchinson, William. The History and Antiquities of the County Palatine of Durham. Vol. 2. Newcastle: Walker, 

1787. 

Ingle, Edward. Colonial Virginia: A History of the Old Dominion. New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1893. 

Innes, Cosmo. Scotland in the Middle Ages. Edinburgh: Edmonston & Douglas, 1860. 

Ireland, William Henry. England’s Topographer, or a New and Complete History of the County of Kent. Vol. 4. 

London: G. Virtue, 1830. 

Isel Hall. Wikipedia. Last edited June 19, 2024. Accessed September 7, 2025. en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isel_Hall. 

Jackson, Charles James Fox. History of the Vintners’ Company. London: Chiswick Press, 1883. 

Jackson, Christopher. Dorothy of Heaton – Heaton History Group. heatonhistorygroup.org. 2019. 

James, Lawrence. The Rise and Fall of the British Empire. London: Abacus, 1994. 

Jefferson, Thomas. “A Bill for Establishing Religious Freedom.” 1786. In The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, edited 

by Julian P. Boyd et al. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1950. 

Jefferson, Thomas. Notes on the State of Virginia. 1785. Reprint, Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 

1955. 

Jennings, Francis. The Invasion of America: Indians, Colonialism, and the Cant of Conquest. Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina Press, 1975. 

Johnson, Hugh. Vintage: The Story of Wine. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1996. 

Johnson, James Hugo. The Scots in Colonial America. London: Robert Hale, 1985. 

Johnston, George. History of Cecil County, MD and the Early Settlement Around the Head of Chesapeake Bay 

and on the Delaware River with Sketches of Some of the Old Families of Cecil County, 1881. 

Jones, Guy. The Records of the Merchant Taylors’ Company. Vol. 2. London: John Nichols, 1907. 

Jordan, David. Dictionary of Virginia Biography. "Giles Brent (ca. 1652 1679)" Encyclopedia Virginia. Virginia 

Humanities, (07 Dec. 2020). Web. 07 Dec. 2025. 

Kajanto, Iiro. The Latin Cognomina. Rome: Societas Scientiarum Fennica, 1965. 

Keats-Rohan, K. S. B. Domesday Descendants: A Prosopography of Persons Occurring in English Documents, 

1066–1166. Vol. 2. Woodbridge: The Boydell Press, 2002. 

Kelly, James Edward and McCafferty, John. The Oxford History of British and Irish Catholicism: Endings and 

New Beginnings, 1530–1640. Oxford University Press, 2023. 

Kelso, William. Jamestown Rediscovery Archaeological Reports, 2016. Jamestown Rediscovery Foundation 

2016. 

Kemble, John Mitchell. The Saxons in England: A History of the English Commonwealth Till the Period of the 



 

 

THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA GEOFF LAWSON

236 

Norman Conquest. Vol. 1. London: Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans, 1849. 

Kendal Castle. Stricklandgate House. Accessed September 6, 2025. https://www.stricklandgate-

house.org.uk/the-story-of-kendal-castle. 

Kirk, Brandon Ray. Anthony Lawson of England Was Founding Father of Logan. Brandon Ray Kirk: A Blog About 

Logan, WV History. September 23, 2013. Accessed September 7, 2025. 

brandonraykirk.com/2013/09/23/anthony-lawson-of-england-was-founding-father-of-logan/. 

Klein-Shiflett Family: Lawson. Klein-Shiflett Family Genealogy Website. Accessed September 6, 2025. 

https://www.klein-shiflett.com/shifletfamily/RFC/Lawson/index.htm. 

Knox, John. The History of the Reformation of Religion Within the Realm of Scotland. Edited by William Croft 

Dickinson. London: Nelson, 1949. 

Knowles, David. The Religious Orders in England. Vol. 2. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1955. 

Krugler, John D. English and Catholic: The Brents of Colonial Maryland, 1638–1790. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 

University Press, 2004. 

Kornwolf, James D. Guide to the Buildings of Surry County and the American Revolution. Surry County, VA: 1776 

Bicentennial Committee, 1978. 

Lang, Andrew. A History of Scotland from the Roman Occupation. Vol. 1. Edinburgh: Blackwood, 1900. 

Langton, Edward. A History of the Yorke Family. London: Phillimore, 1924. 

Lawesson, Thomas. Descendants of. PDF. Hosted on Telstarbob.net. Accessed September 6, 2025. 

https://www.telstarbob.net/Lawson/Lawson-All.pdf. 

Lawson, Adrian Lee. My Story. Unpublished memoir of World War II, 1995. 

Lawson, Alfred. Born Again. New York: Wox & Conrad, 1904. Project Gutenberg. Accessed September 7, 2025. 

www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/68228. 

Lawson Coat of Arms & Family Crest: Symbols, Bearers, History. YouTube video. Posted by Coat of Arms 

Database. Accessed September 7, 2025. youtu.be/watch?v=ragg9Zi8syU. 

Lawson [Constable], Dorothy (1580–1632), recusant and priest harbourer. Oxford Dictionary of National 

Biography (online ed.). Oxford University Press. doi:10.1093/ref:odnb/69034. Retrieved October 19, 2024. 

Lawson, Deodat. Christ’s Fidelity the Only Shield Against Satan’s Malignity Asserted in a Sermon Delivered at 

Salem-Village, the 24th of March, 1692. Boston: Benjamin Harris, 1693. 

Lawson, Hugh. In Dictionary of North Carolina Biographies. Edited by William S. Powell. 6 vols. Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina Press, 1997. https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/lawson-hugh. 

Lawson, John. New Voyage to Carolina Containing the Exact Description and Natural History of That Country 



 

 

THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA GEOFF LAWSON

237 

Together with the Present State Thereof and a Journal of a Thousand Miles. Surveyor-General of North Carolina, 

printed London, 1709. 

Lawson Letters. Accessed September 6, 2025. https://lawsondna.org/downloads/newsletters.pdf. 

Lawson, Robert, American General. Wikipedia. Last modified August 15, 2025. Accessed September 6, 2025. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Lawson_(American_general). 

Lawson (store). Wikipedia. Last edited 2024. Accessed September 7, 2025. 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lawson_(store). 

Lawson Surname DNA Project. Accessed September 7, 2025. https://lawsondna.org. 

Lawson Surname: Meaning, Origin, and History. Select Surnames. Accessed September 7, 2025. 

selectsurnames.com/lawson/. 

Lawson Surname Origin and Meaning. Paddy Pals. Accessed September 7, 2025. 

www.paddypals.com/surnames/772-irish-lawson.html. 

Lawson, Sir Wilfrid, 1st Baronet, of Isell. Wikipedia. Last edited June 19, 2024. Accessed September 7, 2025. 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Wilfrid_Lawson,_1st_Baronet,OF_ISELL. 

Lawson Wilfred (Died 1632). Wikipedia. Last Edited June 19, 2024. Accessed September 7, 2025. 

En.Wikipedia.Org/Wiki/Wilfred_Lawson(died_1632). 

Lawson, William. A New Orchard and Garden. London: Nicholas Okes, 1618. 

Lawson-3811. WikiTree: The Free Family Tree. Accessed Sept 6, 2025. https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Lawson-

3811. 

Le Neve, John. Monumenta Anglicana: Being Inscriptions on Tombs or Monuments in England. London, 1717. 

Lee, Sidney. Lawson, John (d. 1665). In Dictionary of National Biography. Edited by Cambridge University Press. 

London: Smith, Elder & Co., 1903. 

Leftwich Society. Proceedings of the Leftwich Family Association, 1998. 

Lehmberg, Stanford E. The Reformation Parliament, 1529–1536. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

1970. 

Lester, Malcolm. Lawson, Hugh, Dictionary of North Carolina Biographies, six volumes, edited by William S. 

Powell, 1997. https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/lawson-hugh. 

Lingard, John. The History of England, from the First Invasion by the Romans to the Accession of Henry VIII. 

London: Joseph Booker, 1819. 

Lister, Anthony. The Monks of Fountains Abbey. London: Methuen, 1892. 

Lloyd, T. O. The British Empire, 1558–1995. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996. 



 

 

THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA GEOFF LAWSON

238 

Loomie, Albert J. Spain and the Jacobean Catholics. London: Catholic Record Society, 1973. 

Lunt, William E. Financial Relations of the Papacy with England to 1327. Cambridge, MA: Mediaeval Academy of 

America, 1939. 

Lux-Sterritt, Laurence. Virgo Becomes Virago: Women in the Accounts of Seventeenth-Century English Catholic 

Missionaries. British Catholic History, 2011. 

MacCulloch, Diarmaid. The Reformation: A History. New York: Viking, 2003. 

MacGibbon, David, and Thomas Ross. The Castellated and Domestic Architecture of Scotland from the Twelfth 

to the Eighteenth Century. 5 vols. Edinburgh: David Douglas, 1887–1892. 

Maitland, Frederic William. Domesday Book and Beyond: Three Essays in the Early History of England. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1897. 

Malden, Henry Elliott. A History of Surrey. Vol. 3. London: Victoria County History, 1911. 

Manning, Owen. The History and Antiquities of the County of Surrey. Vol. 1. London: John Nichols, 1804. 

Marshall, Mike. Early Colonial Settlers of Southern Maryland and Virginia’s Northern Neck Counties. Accessed 

September 6, 2025. https://www.colonial-settlers-md-va.us/index.php. 

Marshall, Peter. Heretics and Believers: A History of the English Reformation. New Haven: Yale University Press, 

2017. 

McCall, H. B. Richmondshire Churches. London: E. Stock, 1910. 

McCready, William Brown Jr. A History of the Lawson Family: From England, Scotland, and Isle of Man. First 

edition, Mount Pleasant, SC, 2019. 

McCartney, Martha W. Virginia Immigrants and Adventurers, 1607–1635. A Bibliographical Dictionary. 

Genealogical Publishing Company, Baltimore, MD, 2007. 

McGurk, J. J. N. Calendar of Papal Registers Relating to Great Britain and Ireland. Vol. 8. Dublin: Irish 

Manuscripts Commission, 1987. 

McKinley, Richard. A History of British Surnames. London: Longman, 1990. 

McLaren, Hall of Names Scroll. Certificate no. 2427020191955. 1998–2019. Swyrich Corporation. 

Meikle, Maureen M. A British Frontier? Lairds and Gentlemen of the Eastern Borders, 1540–1603. East Linton: 

Tuckwell Press, 2004. 

Milton, Anthony. Catholic and Reformed: The Roman and Protestant Churches in English Protestant Thought, 

1600–1640. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995. 

Moore, John Preston. Seventeenth-Century Virginia: A Narrative of the Old Dominion. Chapel Hill: University of 

North Carolina Press, 1964. 



 

 

THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA GEOFF LAWSON

239 

Morgan, Edmund S. American Slavery, American Freedom: The Ordeal of Colonial Virginia. New York: W. W. 

Norton, 1975. 

Morris, John. The Age of Arthur: A History of the British Isles from 350 to 650. London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 

1973. 

Murder of the Lawson Family. Wikipedia. Accessed September 7, 2025. 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murder_of_the_Lawson_family. 

Neal, Daniel. The History of the Puritans. Vol. 1. London: J. Buckland, 1732. 

Newman, Harry Wright. The Flowering of the Maryland Palatinate. Baltimore, Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 

1985. 

Newman, John Henry. An Essay on the Development of Christian Doctrine. London: Toovey, 1845. 

Nicholls, Mark. Sir George Somers (1554–1610). Encyclopedia Virginia. Virginia Humanities, last updated 

August 26, 2024. Accessed September 7, 2025. www.encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/somers-sir-george-1554-

1610/. 

Nicholson, Joseph. The History and Antiquities of Westmorland and Cumberland. Vol. 1. London: Strahan and 

Cadell, 1777. 

Nicolson, William. The English Historical Library. Vol. 2. London: Timothy Childe, 1697. 

Nordtvedt, Ken. Haplogroup I Tree. Unpublished chart, 2007. 

Northumberland County History Committee. A History of Northumberland. 15 vols. Newcastle, 1893–1940. 

Notestein, Wallace. The English People on the Eve of Colonization, 1603–1630. New York: Harper & Row, 1954. 

Nugent, Nell Marion. Cavaliers and Pioneers: Abstracts of Virginia Land Patents and Grants, 1623–1666. Vol. 1. 

Richmond: Virginia State Library, 1934. 

O’Connell, Marvin R. The Counter Reformation, 1559–1610. New York: Harper & Row, 1974. 

O’Day, Rosemary. The Debate on the English Reformation. London: Methuen, 1986. 

Oldmixon, John. The History of England, During the Reigns of the Royal House of Stuart. London: R. Baldwin, 

1730. 

Owen, W. C. The Vintners’ Company: Their Minories Estate. London: St. Catherine Press, 1923. 

Page, William. The Victoria History of the Counties of England: Yorkshire North Riding. Reprint ed. London: 

University of London, 1968. 

Painter, Andrew A. Virginia Wine: Four Centuries of Change. Fairfax, Virginia: George Mason University Press, 

2018. 

Palmes, William. The Life of Mrs. Dorothy Lawson: Of St. Antony’s Near Newcastle-on-Tyne. Newcastle-upon-



 

 

THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA GEOFF LAWSON

240 

Tyne: George Bouchier Richardson, 1855. 

Papenfuse, Edward C. In Pursuit of Profit: The Annapolis Merchants in the Era of the American Revolution, 

1763–1805. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1975. 

Pawlett, Nathaniel Mason. Lunenburg Co, VA Road Orders 1746–1764, Virginia Transportation Research 

Council. Charlottesville, VA, Apr 2004: http://www.virginiadot.org/vtrc/main/online_reports/pdf/93-r17.pdf. 

Payne, Brooke. The Paynes of Virginia. Richmond, VA: William Byrd Press, 1937. 

Penn, Thomas. Winter King: Henry VII and the Dawn of Tudor England. London: Allen Lane, 2011. 

Perkins, William. A Golden Chain, or the Description of Theology. Cambridge: John Legate, 1591. 

Persoon, James L. Biography of Saint Paulinus, 2022. 

Phillips, George. Historical Sketches of the Law of England. London: Stevens and Norton, 1845. 

Pickering, Danby. The Statutes at Large, from Magna Charta to the End of the Eleventh Parliament of Great 

Britain, Anno 1761. Vol. 9. Cambridge: Joseph Bentham, 1763. 

Pollock, Frederick and Frederic William Maitland. The History of English Law Before the Time of Edward I. 2 

vols. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1895. 

Price, Jacob M. Perry of London: A Family and a Firm on the Seaborne Frontier, 1615–1753. Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard University Press, 1992. 

Plantagenet Blood Royal, the Line of. 2nd ed. London: Privately printed by the Society of Descendants of the 

Blood Royal, 1903. 

Quakers of Lancaster Castle. Lancaster Castle website. Accessed July 19, 2020. www.lancastercastle.com/the-

quakers-of-lancaster-castle/. 

Quinn, David Beers. England and the Discovery of America, 1481–1620. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1974. 

Raine, James. Catterick Church, in the County of York. A correct copy of the contract for its building, dated in 

1412, 1834. 

Raine, James, Hodgson-Hinde, J., Bruce, J. C. A History of Northumberland in Three Parts. UK: E. Walker, 

1840. 

Reaney, P. H. and R. M. Wilson. A Dictionary of English Surnames, 3rd ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

1991. 

Reed, Michael. The Age of Exuberance: England, 1550–1700. London: Longman, 1986. 

Reynolds Historical Genealogy Collection. Accessed September 7, 2025. 

archive.org/details/genealogyofdesce00runy/page/n5/mode/2up. 



 

 

THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA GEOFF LAWSON

241 

Rice, James D. Tales from a Revolution: Bacon’s Rebellion and the Transformation of Early America. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2012, 54–59. 

Richardson, Douglas. Plantagenet Ancestry: A Study in Colonial and Medieval Families. 2nd ed. Salt Lake City: 

Douglas Richardson, 2011. 

Richardson, Douglas. Royal Ancestry: A Study in Colonial and Medieval Families. Edited by Kimball G. 

Everingham. Vol. 1. Salt Lake City: Douglas Richardson, 2013. 

Rigg, James H. Lawson, Marmaduke (d. 1684). In Dictionary of National Biography. Vol. 32. London: Smith, Elder 

& Co., 1892. 

Robison, Robby and Lois Williams. The Lawsons of White Stone Bay and Lawson Bay Farm: 1650 to the Present 

Day. Heathsville, VA: Northumberland Historical Press, 2020. 

Rogers, Pat. The Oxford Illustrated History of English Literature. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1987. 

Rollison, David. The Local Origins of Modern Society: Gloucestershire 1500–1800. London: Routledge, 1992. 

Rose, C. B. Arlington County, Virginia: A History. Baltimore: Arlington County Historical Society, 1976. 

Rose, Susan. Medieval Naval Warfare, 1000–1500. London: Routledge, 2002. 

Routh, Enid. Tangier: England's Lost Atlantic Outpost. London, 1912. 

Rowse, A. L. The Elizabethan Renaissance. Vol. 1, The Life of the Society. London: Macmillan, 1971. 

Runyon, Robert. Genealogy of the Descendants of Anthony Lawson of Northumberland, England. Brownsville, TX: 

Privately published, 1952. 

Sara Lee – About Us. Sara Lee, Hillshire Brands. Archived January 18, 2008, at the Wayback Machine. Accessed 

January 19, 2008. 

Sawyer, Peter. The Age of the Vikings. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1971. 

Shea, John Gilmary. History of the Catholic Church in the United States. 4 vols. New York: John G. Shea, 1886. 

Sherwood, George. American Colonists in English Records: A Guide to Direct References in Authentic Records, 

Passenger Lists Not in "Hotten," &c., &c., &c. Ser. 1–2. London: G. Sherwood, 1932–1933. 2 vols. Reprinted by 

Genealogical Publishing Co., Baltimore, 1961. Repr. 1982. 

Sims Index to Land Grants in West Virginia. Hampshire County Virginia (Mineral County West Virginia), 1762–

1863. Accessed September 6, 2025. http://www.rootsweb.com/~wvminera/sims21.htm. 

Skene, William F. The Highlanders of Scotland, vol. 2. London: John Murray, 1837. 

Smith, Trudy J. White Christmas, Bloody Christmas. Asheboro, NC: UpWords Publications, 1990. 

Smith, Trudy J. The Meaning of Our Tears. Rockingham, NC: DTS Group Inc., 2006. 

Sorrells, Nancy T. Landholders & Landholdings: Christ Church Parish, Lancaster County, Virginia. Irvington, VA: 



 

 

THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA GEOFF LAWSON

242 

Foundation for Historic Christ Church, 2004. 

Sparacio, Ruth, and Sam Sparacio. Land Records of Long Standing, Fairfax County, Virginia. McLean, VA: 

Antient Press, 1999. 

Speight, Harry. Romantic Richmondshire. London: E. Stock, 1897. 

Sprinkle, John Harold, Jr. Loyalists and Baconians: The Participants of Bacon’s Rebellion in Virginia, 1676–

1677. College of William and Mary, 1992. 

Stanard, William Glover and Philip Alexander Bruce. Virginia Magazine of History and Biography. Vol. 5. 

Richmond: Virginia Historical Society, 1897. 

Steiner, Bruce E. The Catholic Brents of Colonial Virginia: An Instance of Practical Toleration. Virginia Magazine 

of History and Biography 70 (1962): 387–409. 

St. Richard’s Manor Architectural Survey File (SM-5). Maryland Historical Trust. Last updated January 6, 2004. 

Accessed September 7, 2025. https://apps.mht.maryland.gov/medusa/PDF/StMarys/SM-5.pdf. 

Summers, Thomas (1698–1749). Memorial ID 239286791. Find a Grave. Added April 28, 2022. Accessed 

September 7, 2025. www.findagrave.com/memorial/239286791/thomas-summers. 

Talpalar, Louis. The Sociology of Colonial Virginia. The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff, 1960. 

Taylor, Michael Waistell. The Old Manor Halls of Westmorland & Cumberland. Domestic Architecture, 1892. 

Ullmann, Walter. The Growth of Papal Government in the Middle Ages: A Study in the Ideological Relation of 

Clerical to Lay Power. London: Methuen, 1955. 

Usher, Roland G. The Reconstruction of the English Church. Vol. 1. New York: D. Appleton and Co., 1910. 

Virkus, Frederick A. Immigrant Ancestors: A List of 2,500 Immigrants to America Before 1750. Baltimore: 

Genealogical Publishing Co., 1986. 

Venn, John, and J. A. Venn. Alumni Cantabrigienses: A Biographical List of All Known Students, Graduates and 

Holders of Office at the University of Cambridge, from the Earliest Times to 1900. Vol. 2. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1922. 

Victoria County History. A History of the County of York, North Riding. Vol. 1. London: St. Catherine Press, 1914. 

Vincent, Nicholas. The Magna Carta: Origins and Legacy. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010. 

Virginia Company of London. The Records of the Virginia Company of London. Edited by Susan Myra Kingsbury. 

Vol. 1. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1906. 

Wace, Henry. A Dictionary of Christian Biography and Literature to the End of the Sixth Century A.D. London: 

John Murray, 1911. 

Wakeman, Henry Offley. An Introduction to the History of the Church of England. London: Rivingtons, 1897. 



 

 

THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA GEOFF LAWSON

243 

Walker, Claire. Dorothy Lawson (d. 1632), Recusant Gentlewoman. Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004; online ed., January 2008. Accessed September 6, 2025. 

https://www.oxforddnb.com. 

Walsh, Lorena S. “Servitude and Freedom in the Chesapeake.” In The Cambridge Economic History of the United 

States, Volume I: The Colonial Era, edited by Stanley L. Engerman and Robert E. Gallman, 319–364. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1999. 

Walsham, Alexandra. Church Papists: Catholicism, Conformity and Confessional Polemic in Early Modern 

England. Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 1993. 

Wheeler, Robert Anthony. Lancaster County 1650–1750: The Evolution of a Southern Tidewater Community. 

Dissertation, Brown University. Lancaster Virginia Historical Society, 1972. 

Whitelock, Dorothy. The Beginnings of English Society. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1952. 

Williams, Ethel Carleton. Captain John Smith: A Biography. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1966. 

Williamson, J. A. The Voyages of the Cabots and the English Discovery of North America Under Henry VII and 

Henry VIII. London: Argonaut Press, 1929. 

Wilson, Woodrow T. Thirty-Four Families of Old Somerset County, MD. Gateway Press, Baltimore, 1974. 

Wood, Anthony. Athenae Oxonienses: An Exact History of All the Writers and Bishops Who Have Had Their 

Education in the University of Oxford. Vol. 1. London: R. Knaplock, 1691. 

Woulfe, Patrick. Irish Names and Surnames. Dublin: M. H. Gill, 1923. 

Wormald, Jenny. Court, Kirk, and Community: Scotland, 1470–1625. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 

1981. 

Wright, Louis B. The Cultural Life of the American Colonies, 1607–1763. New York: Harper & Row, 1957. 

Wycliffe, John. The Holy Bible, Containing the Old and New Testaments, with the Apocryphal Books, in the 

Earliest English Versions, Made from the Latin Vulgate by John Wycliffe and His Followers. Edited by Josiah 

Forshall and Frederic Madden. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1850. 

Yates, Frances A. The Rosicrucian Enlightenment. London: Routledge, 1972. 

Yorke, Philip Chesney. The Life and Times of Sir Thomas More. London: John Murray, 1901. 

Young, B. W. Religion and Enlightenment in Eighteenth-Century England: Theological Debate from Locke to 

Burke. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1998. 

Zaller, Robert. The Parliament of 1621: A Study in Constitutional Conflict. Berkeley: University of California 

Press, 1971. 



 
THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA 
uncovers the epic journey of a family 
whose lineage stretches from the 
Norman frontier of medieval England to 
the tobacco fields, vineyards, and 
battlefields of a rising American nation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Lawsons of Virginia 
By Geoffrey R. Lawson 

 
Order the book from the publisher Booklocker.com 

https://booklocker.com/books/14341.html?s=pdf 
or from your favorite neighborhood  

or online bookstore.  


