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Geoff Lawson is an architect who resides in Arlington, VA. His interest in family history began after
years of living up and down the East Coast and eventually returning to the Washington, DC
Metropolitan Area. When asked where he was from, he often found himself without a meaningful

answer—an absence that sparked his genealogical journey.

Nearly two decades earlier, while in graduate school, Lawson had unknowingly taken his first
steps toward this pursuit. In a course entitled History of British Landscape Architecture, he wrote
a paper on North Yorkshire manor houses—Ilong before discovering that his family’s origins lay in

that very region.

His fascination with history also led him to travel throughout Virginia, photographing historic
buildings. Only later did he realize that several of these places held direct connections to his

ancestors. Some of those photographs now appear within the pages of this book.



INTRODUCTION
The surname LAWSON appears across populations of varied backgrounds. Genetic testing confirms that individuals
bearing this name belong to a broad range of paternal y-DNA haplogroups, demonstrating that not all Lawsons
descend from a single male ancestor within the last several millennia.! Nevertheless, testing also identifies a large
and ancient Lawson lineage originating in the Anglo-Scottish borderlands. Over time, this lineage fragmented into

many distinct branches. Numerous unrelated families later adopted the name independently.

This ancestral line—referred to here as the Corbridge Group—was among the earliest to establish itself in the
Virginia Colony. Although not formally recognized among the “First Families of Virginia,” several members
maintained close social, political, and financial relationships with them.2 My own branch of the family has been
present in Virginia for at least thirteen generations. With the passage of centuries, many of the earliest connections

have become obscured or lost.

ORIGIN OF SURNAMES
Prior to 1066, most people in Britain used only a single given name. This changed following the Norman Conquest,
when William, Duke of Normandy, defeated King Harold at the Battle of Hastings and was crowned King of England
on Christmas Day. William confiscated the estates of the Anglo-Saxon nobility and redistributed them to his Norman

followers, creating a new aristocracy. 3

The adoption of surnames in Britain began within this Norman elite, generally three to four generations after the
Conquest.* As populations grew and governments developed systems of taxation and property ownership, the

necessity for hereditary surnames increased. By the reign of Edward Il, surnames had spread into all social classes.

Surnames developed through several principal forms:
» Toponymic: based on location (e.g., York, London)

o Occupational: based on trade (e.g., Miller, Weaver)

1 (FamilyTreeDNA, 2024).
2 (Hatch, 1992).

3 (Douglas, 1964).

* (Reaney & Wilson, 1991).
5 (McKinley, 1990).
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o Descriptive: based on personal traits (e.g., White, Armstrong)

» Patronymic: based on descent from a male ancestor (e.g., Johnson, Williamson)

PATRONYMIC SURNAMES
Patronymic surnames originated in Scandinavia and spread throughout northern Europe.® In their earliest form they
were not hereditary but altered each generation to reflect the father’s given name. One important feature of this
system is that people with different patronyms were often closely related, while those with the same patronym

might be entirely unrelated.

For example, if two brothers—Lars and Hans—had children, their descendants would likely carry different
patronyms: one branch becoming Larsson, the other Hansson. Conversely, multiple unrelated families might adopt

the same patronym simply because their fathers shared a common first name.

lllustrative sequence:
 Father: Hans Andersson (“son of Ander”)
o Children: Lars Hansson, Anna Hansdotter
 Grandchild: Peter Larsson

o Great-grandchild: Erik Petersson

This practice persisted until the modern era: abolished in the Netherlands (1811), the Scottish Highlands (early
1800s), Denmark (1826), Norway (1923), and Sweden (1963).”

Viking settlement introduced patronyms into Britain, particularly in Northumbria and Mercia, regions with
substantial Scandinavian admixture.® In Britain, however, patronyms became hereditary much earlier, often by the
14th or 15th century. Regional linguistic patterns influenced their form: the suffix -s predominated in Mercia (e.g.,

Laws), while -son was characteristic of Northumbria and Scotland (e.g., Lawson).®

(Hanks, 2003).

(Scandinavian Genealogical Society, 2010).
(Higham, 1986).

(Black, 1946).

6
7
8
9
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ORIGINS OF THE LAWSON SURNAME
The surname LAWSON has multiple independent origins, shaped by geography and culture. Its two most widely
recognized derivations are:
e As a patronymic meaning “son of Law,” a diminutive, or shortened version, of Lawrence.

¢ Asan Americanized rendering of Danish Larsen or Swedish Larsson.'!

Other attested developments include:
e Scotland (Stirling): Clan MacLaren (MacLabruinn), descended from Labhran (Gaelic for Lawrence),
occasionally Anglicized MacLaren, meaning ‘son of Lawrence’, to Lawson.!2
e lreland (Kerry): Clan MacLabhais, descended from Labhras (Irish Gaelic for Lawrence), occasionally
Anglicized MacLabhais, meaning ‘son of Lawrence’, to Lawson.!3
o Scotland (Aberdeen): Developed the name Lowson, derived from Old English hlaw (“hill”). Related
surnames include Lowe, Lowry, and Lawrie.' In this context, Lawson may a modernization of Lowson and

denote ‘son of a hill-dweller.’

NORTHUMBRIA, ENGLAND
The earliest appearance of the name was Thomas Lawesson (c.1180) in Upper Littondale, near the present-day

villages of Litton and Arncliffe, along the Skirfare River in North Yorkshire—a tributary of the Wharfe River'® which
was once part of the ancient Kingdom of Northumbria. Other early records include Leonard Lawesson (Corbridge

subsidy roll, 1336) and Henry Lawesson (Yorkshire Poll Tax Rolls, 1379).

Northumbria included the modern counties of Yorkshire (YKS), now North, West, South, and East Yorkshire, as well
as Durham (DUR), Cumberland (CUL), Cheshire (CHS), Westmorland (WES), Northumberland (NBL), and
Lancashire (LAN). At its peak, Northumbria stretched into parts of southern Scotland, including the border regions

all the way up to Edinburgh.

10(Reaney & Wilson, 1991).
11 (Hanks, 2003).

12 (Skene, 1837).

13 (Woulfe, 1923).

14 (Black, 1946).
15(McCready, 2019, p. 14).
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This fiercely independent region has always stood out from the rest of Britain. As the center for Viking settlement
during the Middle Ages, it was ruled at times by Norse Vikings and by the Danes, who made Jorvik (now York) their
principal city. Despite frequent warfare, the English and Scots along the border developed close ties. Historian
George Frazier writes, “English and Scots Borderers had everything in common except nationality. They belonged
to the same self-contained, unique world, lived by the same rules, and shared the same inheritance... distinct from

the Anglo-Saxons and Celts to the south, as well as the Picts, Scoti, and Strathclyde to the north and west.”

Two Lawson families have existed in Northumbria since early times: the Falsgrave Group and the Corbridge Group.
These groups may have originated from a single source that split early on, or they could be completely independent.
The results of DNA studies are inconclusive, as no members of the Falsgrave Group are documented in

contemporary genetic research. Today, Lawson is the sixth most common surname in North Yorkshire.

FALSGRAVE GROUP
The Falsgrave Group traces its lineage to John Lawson, Lord of Falsgrave,'¢ who lived in North Yorkshire in the mid-

1200s. One of his descendants, Sir Wilfred Lawson (1545-1632), served as High Sheriff of Cumberland and was a
member of the House of Commons (see page 176). Although he died childless, he was succeeded by his nephew,
Sir Wilfrid Lawson of Isel Hall. Other members of the family established the Lawson Baronetcy of Little Usworth,

Tyne and Wear, as well as the Lawson Baronetcies of Isel Hall and Brayton Hall, both in Cumberland.'’

CORBRIDGE GROUP
The Corbridge Group traces its ancestry to Thomas Lawesson (c.1180) of Bywell/Corbridge, Northumberland. His
descendants founded prominent families, including the Baronets of Cramlington, Bywell, and Brough Hall. One of

his descendants, Thomas Lawson, fought at the Battle of Agincourt in 1415 under Sir John Neville.

It was Thomas's grandson, James Lawson, who laid the foundation for the family’s wealth. James was a merchant
on Male Street in Newcastle, and he served as the town’s mayor in both 1529 and 1540. Additionally, he held the

position of King's tax collector. During the dissolution of the monasteries, he took advantage of the upheaval to

16 Falsgrave is a region of Scarborough, North Yorkshire that was founded in 966 by a Viking named Thorgils
Skarthi. The first Lord of Falsgrave was a Viking named Tostig Godwinson.
17 (Isel Hall, Wikipedia, 2025).
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acquire significant land holdings. By the time of his death in 1544, James owned the manors of Byker and West
Matsen, along with estates in Nesham, Cockfield, Little Burdon, and Dynshall. His eldest son, Edmund Lawson,
inherited most of these estates. The family’s fortune was further secured by Ralph Lawson, Edmund’s grandson,
who moved the family to a new home at Brough Hall in Yorkshire. In 1565, Ralph married Elizabeth Brough (de

Burgh), the heiress of Brough Hall, passing the estate to their son, John Lawson.!8

The family’s fortunes took a downturn during the English Civil War when their lands were confiscated by the
Cromwellians for being Catholic and Royalist. As a result, many family members emigrated to America as religious

refugees (see page 10).

ORIGINS OF THE VIRGINIA AND CORBRIDGE LAWSONS
The last major scholarly attempt to investigate the origins of the Virginia Lawsons was Caroline Kemper Bulkley’s
1933 essay, Notes on Immigrant Lawsons of Tidewater: A Search for Clues to the lllustration of Origins.'® Bulkley
suggested a possible connection to the ancient Lawsons of Corbridge but left numerous uncertainties unresolved.
Later studies tended to concentrate on local or regional branches of the family within the United States, without

addressing the earliest origins.

Current research demonstrates that nearly all the earliest Lawsons of Virginia and Maryland descend from the
Corbridge Lawsons of North Yorkshire.?® This lineage exhibits both Anglo-Roman and Anglo-Norman-Flemish

elements, complicating the question of whether the surname, in this instance, is derived from Latin or French.

 Latin/Anglo-Roman hypothesis: LAWSON signifies “son of Law,” with Law being a diminutive of Lawrence
(Latin Lavericii or Laurentius Filius). Laurentius originally denoted “man of Laurentum,” an ancient city
predating Rome, and came to mean “crowned with laurels,” a symbol of nobility.?* The widespread cult of St.
Laurence, martyred in 258 CE, disseminated the name throughout Christendom, with at least 237 churches in

Britain dedicated in his honor.?

18 (Raine, Hodgson, and Bruce, 1840, pp. 94-95).
15 (Bulkley, 1933, pp. 19-33).

20 (FamilyTreeDNA, 2020).

21 (Kajanto, 1965).

22 (Farmer, 2011).



THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA GEOFF LAWSON

Once thought to descend from Robert Laurence who fought in the Battle of Acre during the Third Crusade in
1187, modern researchers of the ancient Laurence/Lawrence family of Ashton Hall in Lancashire now believe
this to be imaginative at best. Instead, their surname is believed to be of Norman French origin, likely evolving

from the French variation LAURENS. Lawson in this context would derive from similar origins.

o French/Anglo-Norman hypothesis: LAWSON (or earlier LAWESSON) represents a phonetic adaptation of
L’0ison (“gosling” or “young goose”), from Old French oise/ (bird), itself from Latin avis.?® In this interpretation,

LAWSON began as a toponymic, connected to the L'Oison River Valley in Normandy, rather than a patronymic.

Heraldry lends weight to the latter hypothesis. The Lawsons of Brough Hall bore arms featuring a chevron and
martlet (a stylized bird), consistent with a broader pattern among Norman- and Flemish-origin gentry in
Yorkshire.?* Comparable families—such as the Mallorys of Studley Royal, the Lascelles of Northallerton, the
FitzHughs of Ravensworth, and the Swales of Swale Hall—also employed bird imagery and maintained recusant

Catholic associations.?

By contrast, the Lawrence family and its offshoot surnames employed symbols of Roman and ecclesiastical

resonance, such as the red cross.

LATER LAWSONS IN AMERICA
In America, additional Lawson families arose through immigration, assimilation, and adaptation. Dutch, Swedish,
and Ashkenazi Jewish families with phonetically similar names sometimes adopted Lawson as an English
equivalent, even when their original surname was not Larsson or Larsen.?® African American families also frequently
adopted the surname—either during or after the colonial era—owing to its prominence in early records and its
association with the colonial gentry.?” For a systematic survey of all known Lawson groups in the United States and

their respective origins (see chapter 5 on page 166).

% (Reaney & Wilson, 1991).
24 (Burke, 1884).

25 (Gill, 1980).

% (Hanks, 2003).

27 (Berlin, 1974).
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i of the midile biock Sts f1 wikh the &~ UHOUGH IN 1750, Showing the Elicabrthan brose dissicacd mul the wings Sefece
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e classdial appesiance of e s
Tk i Ths Dot olun Jevp, T3 Booutecs over
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dotedd 1700 | Fig. §) saean the raxt stagr, witk
th: Eheateriac houss ax rocswed In Cossks’
dewa by Sir Jodn Lawen, e Md barocet
waAn Inhesied In (355 0wl Se) i 8
Lavaes wings see showa catcundmg o Got ans
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Btherln-byw aldiad 2o wdl Hmh a. Acceading
0 e chaplis gad lagrglizr (aboes 355
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.—PART OF THE STAIRCASE.
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BROUGH HALL, YORKSHIRE-IT

THE SEAT OF SIR RALPH LAWSON, Br, <« By JOHN CORNFORTH
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4~THE BOW O .\'I'KlN‘M’)XS ETAIRCASE AT TUME WEST END OF THE HOUSE
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301 (Glover, 1875, p. 254).
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A HISTORY OF YORKSHIRE NORTH RIDING

SROUGH (Bargd, 1ill xvii cent.) was kald by Tor
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o - e

“le. - ik

- Jeg. pom. {Sar. 2), dax, 45
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ML deaan, 10,

BURGH - “They who assumed the surname of Burgh, Brough, or Burke, are descended from William Fitz-Adelm,

steward of Henry IL., and Governor of Wexford in Ireland.” - Sir Egerton Brydges.

This refers to the existing family, whose splendid pedigree, giving them "an Imperial Carolingian descent in the
male line, and a more dignified origin than the houses of Bourbon, Hanover, Saxony, Savoy, or Stuart," dates only
from about the middle of the last century, when it appeared for the first time in an Irish peerage, and is utterly
ignored by Dugdale and the older authorities. " Burgh" must here stand for Serlo de Burgh, a powerful Northern
baron in the time of the Conqueror, who built Knaresborough Castle, and appears to have taken his name from the
manor of Burgh, in Yorkshire. He left no son, and was succeeded by his nephew Eustace FitzJohn, who married two

of the greatest heiresses in England, and founded the illustrious houses of De Vesci and De Lacy.
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THE MANUSCRIPTS OF SIR JOHN LAWSON, BART., OF BROUGH HALL

The principal manuscripts are a beautiful volume containing the life of St. Cuthbert, a very early York manual; a
Brut Chronicle of very late transcription; and original letters by the Young Pretender and the Earl of Perth in 1745,

There are also some papers showing how vexatiously penal laws once pressed upon Catholics. 3%

Life of St. Cuthbert: a small 4to, vellum, written about A.D. 1200; forty fine paintings (by British artists) heightened

with gold, each occupying a page:

Begins —(2b) Liber Sancti Cuthberti. Domino ac beatissimo patri Eadfrido episcopo.

4a. Incipit Epistola Bede presbiteri venerabilis ad Johannem preshiterum.

5a. Table of contents.

7b. De Vita beati Cuthberti.3%

Ends — deformitatis et tumoris apparuisset. Explicit liber de vita ac miraculis beatissimi patris Cuthberti

Lindisfarnensis Ecclesie Episcopi. ltem de quo supra ex. 4to eccl. historia gentis Anglorum lib. 30, et. al.

On a new leaf, and apparently as if a new work were beginning, - Quomodo in peregrini habitu a ministro Elfridi
pariem divisum que postea integ. Inventus est, et quomodo idem Elfridus ipso adjuvante rex effectus — Deus

omnipotens juste.®” Ends — protinus abscessit.%

Quo anno sanctus Cuthbertus ordinatus est, ea quantum amabatur et venerabatur ab antiquis.3%
Regins — Anno dominice incarationis sexcentesimo Ixxv. Ordinatus est beatus pater Cuthbertus (5 leaves). Ends —
per predictum archiespiscopum Hagustaldensem ecclesiam ingreditur.

(It would be well to collate this volume, to see exactly from what sources the contents have been gathered.)

York Manual, MS., the oldest known. (This | did not see as it had been lent by Sir J. Lawson to one of his friends.)

395 (Horwood, 1876).
306 (Hardy, vol. 1, p. 301).
37 (Hardy, vol. 1, p. 303).
3% (Hardy, vol. 1, p. 315).
399 (Hardy, vol. 1, p. 316).
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A Latin Psalter. 12mo, vellum, 15" century. The Psalter is followed by a prayer in time of pestilence. Before the
Calendar are these versus:

In Marche after pe firste

Loke the prime where pat it be The pride Sunday evermo Is estri day hou so hit go.

zif pe prime on the Sunday be, Tolle hym first for oon of the pree.

Nota, quod in mense Marcio post primam C. literam requires primam post communionem, et tercia dominica

semper erit pascha. Et si primailla contigerit die dominica numerabis illam dominicam pro una do tribus.
There is a Paschal table from 1430 to 1616. On a fly-leaf is written, Dominus Robertus Blakeney “hujus libri est
processor.” Robert Blakeney was the last Prior of Tynemouth. The MS. seems to have been written at Wymundham

Abbey, Co. Norfolk.

Horae (in French), vellum. On the binding are the arms of France, with a label of three points; and the intials A. M.

in a circle. parliament matters. The text is adorned with full-page pictures.

Semaine Sainte. A printed volume of the last century, but noticeable as having been used by the unfortunate Louis

XVL. It was presented by the Abbess of Scorton to the Lawsons.

The Brut Chronicle. Folio, paper, 17th century. (183 pp.) It seems to be of the ordinary type, beginning, Sometime
in the noble land of Surrey. Ends with the 234d chapter, of the Siege of Rouen (nearly 4 pp. of small writings); the
last words are, " helpe themselves in the best manner they might."

1591, June 1.- Recognizance, with a condition avoiding it, if the person bound attended the church services.

Folio paper, 17th century. Declaration of all the Ancient Memorials, Rites, and Customs belonging or being in the

Monastical Church of Durham before the Suppression. (This has been printed.)

Begins - First in the front or highest part of the church. (122 pp.) Ends with dates. Copied in 1656.
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Life of Dorothy Lawson, paper, 17th century. This lady was the second daughter of Sir Henry Constable, and
married Roger Lawson, 39 Eliz. From this MS. Her biography was printed at Newcastle in 1855.

1686.—Printed service for touching for the King's Evil, as used by King Henry VII. The rubrics are in English, the
text in Latin. (A paper on this subject is in the volume for 1871 of the Archaeological Institute; and the subject is

treated in Dr. Pettigrew's book on Medical Superstitions.)
1746.—Copy of the last words written by the Earl of Derwentwater in the Tower of London.

1696, April 8.—Durham.-License, under the hands and seals of Robert Ellison, Jo. Gordon, mayor Geo. Morland,
and Jo. Sedgwick, for Thomas Maire, of the City of Durham, gentleman, being a popish recusant convict, with his
servant John Jopling also a papist, who by lawes and statutes are restrained from travelling above five miles from
their place of abode. Maire had informed them, four of His Majesty's justices of the peace, that he had occasion to
travel into the county of Oxford to court a young lady in order to a marriage and had taken an oath that this was the
true cause. They gave license for him and his servant to go to Oxford, and to be absent for three months, an then

he is to return to Durham.

At the foot, “In the absence of the Lord Lieutenant, “I, one of the Deputy Lieutenants, do allow the license. — Ralph

Carr, 8 April 1696. Sworn before me, Jo. Sedwick.”

Mr. Mair was a respectable person, for he kept his Ms., the oldest known. (This | did carriage; but he could not
safely use it, or cultivate his hot see, as it had been lent by Sir J. Lawson to one of arable land without the following

license:

1705, May 31.-Council letter (sealed), signed by the 1 Latin Psalter. 12mo, vellum, 15th century. The Earls of
Pembroke, Bradford, and Scarborough, salter is followed by the Litany and other prayers, Lord Coningsby and J.
Holt, and countersigned by James Vernon; permitting Thomas Maire at Lartington and closes with a prayer in time
of co. York, to keep six horses for his coach and husbandry Before the Calendar are these verses,- purposes, and

three breeding mares with their colts,

An original letter from Charles (Prince Regent), grandson of James Il., sealed with the royal arms of England; as
follows :1745, Nov. 27.—Preston.—After the success which Providence has granted to my arms in Ireland, thought
[ could not do better than to enter England, always assured | should meet with where | had been equally disposed

to exert their loyalty to many friends their native King, and to shake off a foreign yoke under which the Nation has
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so long groaned. | have now put into their hands an opportunity of doing both, by repairing with what strength every
man can to my army, from which the Enemy industriously keeps at such a distance. The particular character | have
heard of you, make me hope to see You among the first. | am persuaded you will not baulk my expectations, and
you need not doubt but | shall always remember to your advantage the example you shall thus have put to your

neighbours, and consequently to all England. CHARLES, P. R.

The above letter was inclosed in the following from the Earl of Perth:- 1745, Nov. 27-Preston.-Sir, The Prince has
ordered me to send the inclosed, and | suppose that so kind an Invitation [from one] who comes to fight as much
for the good of his subjects as for the recovering of his own right cannot (but] be as acceptable to you as it will be
to all those that are men of honour and loyalty and of true British hearts, as | don't doubt but you will answer it as

far as lies in your power.

He desires me to tell you, that in case the circumstances of the Country you are in is such as you can think to raise any

men in it, He intends that you should concert with the rest of the Gentlemen that you think will join you in the country.

The Commissions that you may respectively take upon yourself, and he will confirm them immediately. It will be
lookt upon as a Batalion if it come to the number of four or five hundred men or upwards. But whatever numbers
you bring will be acceptable, tho' they were below that, and even tho' they were very small, your own joining in
person will be very agreeable to him and be very usefull to the cause, and | am per-swaded you will think it very

much to your honour.

As | have to have the pleasure of seeing you soon | shall add no more but that | am, with the sincerest regard, Sir,

your most obedient humble servant, PERTH.

P. S.—This was directed, but it was judged proper to score it out for the more security. In a portfolio there are

numerous deeds and other documents mounted; among these | noticed,-
1518.-Certification by John, Prior of Mount Grace, of a deposition by Thomas Lawson, a monk.

29 Hen. VIII., July 4— Letters patent under the great seal, reciting the Act of Parliament of 21 Hen. the King
exempts the Priory of St. Mary of Nesham, the operation Act.— Johanna Lawson, prioress of the order of St. Benet,

to be Prioress of the House.-Enrolled.

1537.—Lease, with seale of the Priory of Nesham.
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BIOGRAPHY OF SAINTS

SAINT EPAPHRODITUS (1st century AD) — A disciple of Saint Paul and one of the earliest converts to Christianity
in Philippi, Epaphroditus is mentioned in Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians as a “brother, co-worker, and fellow
soldier.” Sent by the Philippian church to assist Paul during his imprisonment in Rome, he delivered their gifts and

ministered to the Apostle’s needs, nearly dying in the process.

Recovered and later sent back to Philippi with Paul’s heartfelt commendation, Epaphroditus carried the Epistle to
the Philippians, making him one of the first known couriers of Christian Scripture. Tradition holds that he later
became bishop either of Philippi or of Terracina in ltaly. Venerated for his devotion, humility, and self-sacrifice,

Saint Epaphroditus stands as an early model of faithful service in the apostolic Church.

SAINT LAURENCE OF ROME (c.225-258) — A deacon under Pope Saint Sixtus I, Laurence was martyred—along
with four clerics—just four days after the pope’s execution, likely during Emperor Valerian's persecution of
Christians. Accounts of his death were recorded by Damasus, Prudentius, Ambrose, and Augustine. The church

built over his tomb became one of the seven principal churches of Rome and an important site of pilgrimage.

According to an early legend, Laurence—responsible for the Church’s goods and the distribution of alms—gave
away all available funds to the poor, widows, and orphans, even selling sacred vessels to increase the amount.
When the Prefect of Rome, believing the Christians possessed great wealth, demanded that Laurence surrender
these treasures, Laurence asked for three days to prepare them. At the appointed time, he presented a large
gathering of the blind, lame, maimed, leprous, orphaned, and widowed, declaring: “These are the treasures of the
Church.” Enraged, the prefect ordered his slow execution on a gridiron over burning coals. After enduring the

torture for some time, Laurence is said to have remarked with courage: “It is well done. Turn me over!”31

SAINT PAULINUS OF YORK (c. 584—644) — An Italian priest sent by Pope Gregory the Great in 601 to assist Saint

Augustine of Canterbury in converting the pagan Anglo-Saxons. In 625, he was consecrated bishop and

310 (Wace, 1911).

227



THE LAWSONS OF VIRGINIA GEOFF LAWSON

accompanied Princess Athelburg of Kent to Northumbria for her marriage to King Edwin. Through persuasive
preaching—and a prophetic dream recounted by Edwin—Paulinus brought about the mass conversion of the

Northumbrians in 627, establishing York as a major Christian center.

Following King Edwin’s death in 633, Paulinus was forced to return to Kent, yet his mission laid the groundwork for
the future archbishopric of York. Remembered as the first historian of the English Church, he was notable for

adapting Christian teachings to Anglo-Saxon traditions, ensuring the faith’s lasting presence in England.3!!

311 (Persoon, 2022).
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