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Chapter 1 

 

Once upon a time in The Great Barrier Reef, there 

lived a water droplet named Oozy. He had 2 best friends. 

A boy named Tadpole and a girl named Misty. They are 

little water droplets playing around in the open water 

space a little too close to the water surface every day. They 

were often told not to go too far to the surface because 

they were too young. Oozy and his friends never knew 

why until one day all of that changed. Oozy was inside his 

home cave watching TV. He got tired and was ready for 

bed. He had to walk through a tunnel to get to his bed. 

The left tunnel leads to his bedroom. The right tunnel 

leads to his parents’ room. As he was walking towards the 

left tunnel, he heard voices in the right tunnel. It was his 
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parents talking. Oozy got curious. “Should I listen to what 

they are saying or keep walking?” he thought to himself.  

“The boy is growing up Sheryl. We both knew this 

time was coming,” said dad.  

“But it’s dangerous up there and what if he gets 

lost?” said mom.  

“Don’t you remember the first time we did it?” said 

dad.  

“That was years ago. I’m talking about right now. 

Why does it have to be now?” said mom.  

“You can’t keep Oozy here forever. He has to get out 

at some point. I thought you would be excited about this,” 

said dad.  

“Dune everybody doesn't always come back from 

this,” said mom.  

“Children will not rise to the occasion unless you 

show them trust. I know you’re worried and you have 

every right to be. But just think of it as an adventure for 
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him” said dad. “If you don’t he’s not going to grow up and 

you don’t what that now do you? You have to let him go,” 

said dad.  

Oozy was standing on the outside of the tunnel and 

he could hear everything. Now he wishes he didn’t hear 

that. So he pretended not to and went to bed. The next 

morning Oozy ran out of the cave into the open water to 

see his friends Tadpole and Misty. They were all feeling 

the same anxiety and confusion because each one heard 

their parents talk about the same mysterious thing. They 

were all ready to see each other for another game of Kick 

Bubble. Before they started the game however, their 

parents came to see them.  

“Come with us children,” said Tadpole’s dad. “It is 

time for your first cycle.” Each pair of parents took their 

child by the hand and swam to the surface.  

“Uhm mom?” said Misty. “We're not supposed to 

go up there.”  
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“That’s because it wasn’t your time yet but now the 

time has come,” said Misty’s mom. “At some point in your 

life you will have to go.”  

“Go where?” said Misty.  

“You’ll find out and you will know what to do when 

you see it,” said her mother with a heavy sigh. “You’re 

growing up so fast, “said Misty’s mom.  

The sun was very bright that day. When they got to 

the surface, Tadpole’s dad said, “That is far enough. You 

kids keep going. This is where your adventures starts.”  
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