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CHAPTER 1
TheStry Lne

Itw as 1989 ,a pivotal year n my life_D eath and B rh bok
place N atvery sam e year. ltddoesn’ tsound possbke, but
yes, ithappened © me.Each year lan rem nded ofhow
chb== lcane © nsanily . Ilw asafforded am wack bet een
o extran es hatstll captvae my m nd and susnmy
heart. ltkegpsm e thankfulformy pumey ofnne m onths
1 Bborand recovery.

Aslrettacemy siepsmentally, 1an tken back © hat
crucelday ,M arch 22,1989. ltw asa day tatw oud
changemy Iife forever. As l enteragan N tatonce dark
world,my m nd captures e pan nstntly and envelope
the thick griefofbnging © retrievew hatlhad bstM y

w Ehesare still he sam e today ,butlan gratefulforthe gift
thatw aspresented © m e thatsam e year D ecem ber 9®

1989.

1w ant ke you back © heday my sondeed .M arch 22,

1989 w asthe day thathe drow ned n a Bkenearby _.Hewas
o yearsod and fTullof life. 1 had greatpbnsforhim .He

was 0 gn artand fun © bearound.Hewasmy only chibl. |
bvehim dearly.

Im sshesveetsn ikand bewayhesadmynane nhis
littke baby vorce. Iseehim standing attthe doorw ay asking
forsom ething he know she Bnotsupposed © have.He tugs
atm y heartand persuadesm euntal Igive n. lwantio hod
him agan nmy am s. lwanto €llhim how much I bve
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him . lwanthim b meethsbroters. lwantb hearhis
lughter. lwant® see him onceagan.Can you feelmy
pan? Can you plkase €llm e hatlan dream ng?M y
em otions have started © runw ild agan. 1 feel Iike 1am
Ibsing controlLP kease don’ tieke m e back there. 1don’t
know 1fFlcanhandE it

Sop!'W hatjusthappened?N o! I cried w 1h a screeching,
blbodpercing w ail. This Bnothappening b me. W hatis
them eaning ofthisall? Can som eone please rem nd m €?

O pen youreyes; it pstadream A crieo clearvoice broke
through my thoughts.N o, it sEnotadream . ltdid happen ©
you.Y ourson hasbeen declared dead upon amval.

I heard those w ords seventeen yearsago, butthey m eent
nothingme.lwasnunb. A partofmy heartdied that
day . 1coud feel itdyng.. 1 yeamed forsom eone 1o change
the outoom e, butno one hastened © provde m ew h such
com fort M y thoughtsw ere scatiered . 1 could notass=m bke
my thoughts.W hatdo 1do nex®

Icould notgoon.M y Iifewasfiozen ntime.Thepan B
o much. lcan’thearmy ow n breathing.W here are you
on?Comeback bme-— mommy needsyou.W hy dd you
kkave m €? Have you really gone?

M y hands began 1 shake uncontolBbly . I uddenly felta
gentle uch. Ihad forgotien hatmy moterwasw ihme. |
was 0 gld 1 see her, seem ingly forthe fasttim e. L knew
shewoud €llm e te tuth - hatlw as jstdream ing. |
boked N hereyes forthe rghtansy er; e one lyeam ©
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hear. I found none.W mthoutw ords,shehebl metghtas |
continued B shake. 1w ait feel e ars, buttey refusd
O uccum b b my pan.Therew ere no tears.

1w anted © ke back te handsoftime. Iw Eh 1could
erae the present W hatcould 1 have done differently?

W heredd 1gowrong? 1 feltlke Ilwassnking nto adegp
dark dungeon.How do Ihandke the pan?No one
undersbndsm y pain. ks 1o m uch © bear. | feelabne,
em pty and lost. 1need © find my w ay back fiom thisdark
place ofsonow W illyou heb m e,plase? I cried outD

G od,butHedd nothearme. lasked H m why he allow ed
It occur.H ew ould notlisien .H e keptsilentthrough my
pan. I feltlke lwascanying thisburden abne.

Itw as aboutsix w eeks Hier hat | realized thatG od was
working on m e allthis tim e.H e had keptsikntbecause he
wasbusy.Hewascreating agiftinsbdemy pan.Hewas
giving m e life and hope again.H e had heard my cry for
heb. lwasninem onths© BEborand recovery .

| waspregnantw ith another son.

Iwasafrad © be hopeful. Iwas o sad © feel py. lwas
100 tin 0 © hink hatlw asgiven another chance.Those
ninem onthsw ere fretiuland stalll falled w 1h gref. 1dd not
w antb hope forsom ething 1 had notyetseen .M y heart
was n wm oil. 1tred very hard,, butbecause of e gref, |
ocouldn’tind aplbce N my heartfortisunbom chid .M y
pain w as nterfering w ih te py thatevery m obhershould
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feel, butl ustdd notknow how 1 separake et o.Can
you hebb m e, please?

I cried and 1 cried; every day ofthew ek, every w eek of
them onth and allnnem onths.N o one exsled .M y
husband w asnotaking. lwasalvayscaying.W hatasad
cae 1tw as. I needed hebp , butdd notknow w here o find
it lw astom betv een m y unbom son,who needed mem ore
and my dead sonwho 1could no bngerheb.

D o you feelm y pan? Iw anted 1 sty n e past, back ©
where my son w as stillalive. lw asnotready © en brace
the future even though 1 coud notcontrol iLY et knew |
had © Etgo ofthe pastand getready forthe m rack that
wasaboutb unfod Nnmy Iife nnnemonthstime.Thats
easy 1 sy, butnoteasy © do. 1 tried and 1ted,,butocoud
notgetrd ofthe glbom . 1w as stall n thatdegp dark
dungeon ofhurtand pain. I needed heb 1 getoutand get
pastm y pan.Therew asno help n sghtand no onew anted
1 tak aboutit-N o onew anted  acknow kdge m y pan.

D o you feelm y pan?A reyou w illiing © Iisten b my sory

as I'ellyou how 1gotin and outofthiscave filled w ith the
darkness ofyesterday and the sw estreality oftoday?
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