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Section One

Opportunities
Exist




Avoid Misconceptions

A young boy dreamed of buying a new bicycle—not just any bicycle but a
special edition model only to be manufactured for two years. He saw the
bike in magazines and on television and couldn’t wait until he owned one.

He talked with his parents and they put together a plan to have him earn
the payment for the bike by working at the family store. He worked and
saved diligently for two years. His friends encouraged him to take time off,
but he was determined to earn enough money to purchase the bike.

His persistence paid off and he saved enough money to buy the bike well in
advance of its manufacturing date. But rumors were circulating the bikes
were pre-sold. Even people closest to the young boy told him he couldn’t
get the bike because theyre all spoken for.

Disheartened and convinced the bike was not available, the boy spent his
money on other less rewarding objects. Later in the summer, he saw other
children with the same bicycle he so desperately wanted. His father
stopped by the bicycle shop to confront the owner for not notifying people
the bikes had been pre-sold. The puzzied owner told him, “I don’t know
what you re talking about—we just sold our last one this morning. There
were retailers all over the country with this model. All you had to do was
come by before today and we could have gotten your son one.”

Recruiting is similar to the above story. Student-athletes, who have worked
and sacrificed to have an opportunity to play college athletics, are often
discouraged by the misconceptions of the people around them—coaches,
parents, teachers, friends, etc.—and they never let the most important
people (college coaches) know of their desire to play college athletics.
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A Different Perspective

People often associate recruiting with a televised news conference
announcing a big-time high school player’s intentions to play football or
basketball at a major university, but this is only one type of recruiting. Most
recruiting occurs on a much smaller stage and often goes unnoticed by the
general public. Understanding the unnoticed form of recruiting is an
essential step to becoming a collegiate athlete.

Recruiting Tip

Nearly $1 billion in
scholarships are
awarded each year in
the Division I and IT
levels of college
athletics alone.

Over two thousand
colleges and
universities with
athletic programs
provide numerous
opportunities for
your child to
participate in college
athletics.

The Big Picture

According to the National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA), nearly $1 billion in scholarships
are awarded each year in the Division I and II levels
of college athletics alone. Schools in other
associations, such as the National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) and the National
Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA) also
award athletic scholarships.

Just how many opportunities exist? There are
approximately 318 Division I, 280 Division II, 423
Division III, 294 NAIA, and 550 junior colleges that
support athletic teams. Independent and Christian
colleges also field teams. All of these schools are
looking for quality student-athletes.

The first step in your child’s recruiting process is to
realize the field is wide open. It is imperative not to
limit your options before getting started. When you
look at the entire recruiting canvas, there are nearly
2,000 schools offering an opportunity for your child

to continue his athletic career. Limiting recruiting to only a small
percentage of these schools is a common mistake.
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Scholarship Sports

Colleges and universities offer scholarships in a variety of sports—not just
major revenue-producing ones like football and basketball. Table 1 lists
scholarship sports offered at various institutions throughout the United
States.

Table 1
College Scholarship Sports
Archery Diving Lacrosse Swimming
Badminton Equestrian Rifle Sy nthomzed
Swimming
Baseball Fencing Rodeo Tennis
Basketball Field Hockey Rowing Team Handball
Bowling Football Rugby Track & Field
Cheerleading Golf Sailing Volleyball
Cross-Country Gymnastics Soccer Water Polo
Cross-Country )
Skiing Ice Hockey Softball Wrestling
Downhill Skiing Indoor Track Squash

It is important to note that the number of scholarship sports varies from
school to school. Check with a particular school to make certain your
child’s desired sport is offered.
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Athletic Directories

There are publications available listing every college and university in the
United States and the sports offered with the name, address, phone
number, and fax number of each coach employed at the school. The two
most notable are 7The Blue Book of College Athletics and The National
Directory of Collegiate Athletics. These resources will prove to be valuable
during the recruiting process.

The Bottom Line

The intercollegiate sports glass is not half empty—it’s half full.

Thousands of schools offer athletic scholarships. They provide a

wide range of opportunities for your child to continue athletics
while in college.

The recruiting world is filled with mistaken beliefs. The next section
uncovers these widespread illusions and discloses how they can prevent
your child from receiving an athletic scholarship.
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