Award winning artists and authors Keith Svagerko and Sydney Svagerko
traveled to Florence, Italy to capture the city's amazing charm in a travel
guide created from a kid's view. This kid's guide helps children prepare for a
trip to Florence, Italy and provides tips for grown-ups, too. Filled with
descriptions, photographs, original drawings and activities, this guide will
educate and engage children while building anticipation for their trip. Sydney
says, "This 1s Florence for kids!"

Sydney Travels to Florence: A Guide for Kids — Let’s Go to
Italy!

Buy The Complete Version of This Book at
Booklocker.com:

http://www.booklocker.com/p/books/4987.html?s=pdf




Let's Go o Jtalyl

Written and Illustrated by

Keith Svagerko
Sydney Svagerko




Copyright © 2010 Keith Svagerko and Sydney Svagerko
ISBN: 978-1-60910-463-4

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, recording or
otherwise, without the prior written permission of the authors.

Printed in the United States of America.
Sydney’s Travel Guides for Kids 2010

All photographs by Cheri Svagerko and Keith Svagerko
Copyright © 2010

The contents of this publication are believed to be correct and
every effort has been made to ensure this publication is up to
date at the time of publishing. The authors and publishers cannot
accept responsibility for any consequences arising from the use
of this publication.

Sydney’s Travel Guides for Kids
www.stgforkids.com

Email: travel @stgforkids.com



Table of Contents

ARRIVING: THIS IS FLORENCE FOR KIDS ............. 1
A City Along the Arno River..........ccccoevveveeevnnnnnen. 1
The Roman City of Florentia...........cccooevveevereinnnenee, 7

NEAT PLACES TOVISIT.......coiiiiiiiiiiieenannn.. 13
The Duomo Square............ccoceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeene 14

Santa Maria Fiore (Duomo) Cathedral................ 15
Giott0'S TOWET ...t 18
The Baptistery of St. John.......cccooevveivireennnene, 19
The Signoria Square..............coooceeeereeeeeerereserenennns 21
Neptune Fountain............ccooooveveeeecnneieennes 23
The Old Palace...........ccoeeeveieieiieeeeeeea, 25
Loggia dei Lanzi............coooeeeeeieeeeererereereeeeeeeeen 26
Santa Croce SQUAre............coeeeveeeceneseeeeneeeeens 28
MUSBUMS ...t 29
Uffizi Gallery ..., 29
Science History Museum.............cccoeveveveereerennnnne. 35
Accademia Museum...........ccccoeeeveeeeeeeeeneeereeeenenes 37
Opera del Duomo Museum..........cccccceveverererernnnnnes 38
CRUPCRES ...t 40
Santa Maria Fiore Cathedral.............cooeeuenene..... 41
San Lorenzo Church............ccoooveeiciieieenee 43
Santa Maria Novella Church..............cccocueueen..... 45

vii



Sydney Travels to Florence

San Lorenzo ChUrch........cooceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen 43
Santa Maria Novella Church.........cooeeveeeeeen. 45
Other Famous Places.........ooooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen, 46
Pitti PAIACE ... eeeens 46
Ponte Vecchio - Old Bridge..........ccccouevrrrruenneecn. 48
The Renaissance ............ooueeeieeeeaeannnnnn. 50
Amazing Artists of the Renaissance...................... 54
Amazing Scientists of the Renaissance................. 62
Other Amazing People of the Renaissance............ 67
Visiting Tuscan Hill Towns........................ 70
PArKS . ..o e 75
Awesome Souvenirs & Gifts ...................... 77
Neat Foods ..o, 78
Italian Words to Know ... ... 79
e 1 s I 81

viii



ARRIVING: THIS IS FLORENCE FOR KIDsS
A City Along the Arno River

Old bridges, large domes, leaning towers, narrow

cobblestone streets, ringing bells and the birthplace
of countless contributions to the modern world—this
is Florence for kids! Get ready to gaze in wonder at
this city along the Arno River where creativity and
imaginative thinking have influenced the world for
centuries. Florence is known for its historical
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importance in the arts, architecture, literature and
science. Nestled along the banks of the Arno River,
you will find this enchanting city to be mysterious,
exciting and fun!

We /ove Florence for its beauty and charm, its
art and its most amazing history. While we think
other cities in Italy are super cool, we believe
Florence is one of the neatest places in the world.
We are not the only ones; more than eight million
people visit Florence each year. Unlike Venice, you
will not find many boats here. Instead, you will find
the place where, in a unique period of history now
known as the Renaissance, great inspiration,
creativity and imagination greatly influenced the
future of the world. Here, beside the Arno River, in
the shadows of massive domes, you can walk along
the same street plans walked by Roman soldiers.
These same streets were also walked by well known
writers, political figures, artists, and scientists
from Florence's past including Dante, Machiavelli,
Botticelli, Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci,
Raphael and Galileo. Many influential and famous
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people lived here along the Arno River. Even the
explorer Amerigo Vespucci, the person for whom
America is named, was from Florence. Would you
believe you can see and explore some of the same
places they all enjoyed while living in Florence
hundreds of years ago? You can also stop by the one
important place where they were baptized and see
the churches they attended as children. You really
can visit history in Florence! If you don't know who
these people are, don't worry—you will after reading
this guide. You are going to be amazed by this small
yet beautiful city and the amazing artists,
scientists, architects, writers and thinkers who once
called Florence home. When you walk along the
winding cobblestone streets of Florence, it is like
stepping into a time machine and travelling back
hundreds of years ago. Get ready for time travel!
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Back to the Future

Have you ever imagined going back in time? What
would it be like living in a time with no telephones,
televisions, video games, computers, cars, or even
electricity? Five hundred years ago, when Leonardo
da Vinci and Michelangelo lived in Florence, people
had none of thesel They did, however, have
technology, just not like the technology we have
today. We call people from this city Florentines, and
their technologies were built and powered
differently from ours in modern times. Different
does not mean simple! In fact, the Florentines
developed some complex technologies that enabled
them tfo achieve some outstanding and amazing
accomplishments.

One such Florentine was Filippo Brunelleschi,
or Pippo, as his friends called him. Pippo was the
genius who designed and directed the building of the
huge dome of Santa Maria Fiore, the cathedral of
the flowers, known simply as the "Duomo.” This
magnificent dome stands about 30 stories high! The
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building of the dome took many years to complete
and required Pippo to devise and construct advanced
machines made of wood, ropes and pulleys, all
powered by oxen, o lift fons of material high above
the ground. He was the first person to build a huge
dome since Roman times. Pippo traveled to Rome to
investigate and study the methods the early Romans
had used to build the Pantheon.

Pippo's creative and brilliant accomplishments
gave inspiration fo other Florentines to develop new
technologies to accomplish things. After people saw
the completed dome in Florence, they had great
confidence that amazing things could be achieved
through new inventions and technologies. In fact,
the early technologies of the Florentines inspired
the development of modern day technologies.

Pippo is also recognized as the first artist to
understand and explain the use of perspective in
drawing. Perspective means that the picture drawn
on paper, or painted on a wall, appears three
dimensional and has the appearance of depth.
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Another inventive Florentine you may have
heard about is Leonardo da Vinci. Da Vinci is
perhaps best known for painting the Last Supper and
the Mona Lisa. However, the creative da Vinci was
also a scientist and inventor. He was a multi-talented
person who imagined, drew plans for, and wrote
about many kinds of new ideas that would lead to
inventions hundreds of years later such as the
airplane, the bicycle, and a parachute.

We will share more about Leonardo da Vinci,
Michelangelo, Raphael and other remarkable
Florentines of the Renaissance throughout this
book. We will intfroduce you to some of their artistic
and scientific achievements, as well as how their
great paintings, writings, buildings and inventions
have inspired the world ever since. We think you are
going to /fove Florence! It is an exciting historical
adventure. So, get in your time machine and set the
date to 59 B.C., we are heading back to the
beginning of this enchanting city along the Arno
River—back to the founding of Florentia by the
Romans!



A Guide for Kids

The Roman City of Florentia

Florence was once called Florentia (pronounced
“floor-in-TEE-uh"). It was a Roman camp for
soldiers, founded around 59 B.C. as part of the
growing Roman Empire. Some believe it was founded
by the ruler of the Roman Empire, Caesar Augustus,
himself. Caesar may have given this land as a reward
to soldiers who fought for him. Florence, or Firenze
as it is now called in Italian, has been around for
more than 2,000 years. There are many different
stories about how the place got its name. It may
have been named in honor of a Roman general called
Florinus, or it may have gotten its name because it
was a city that “flourished"— to "flourish” means to
do well, or prosper. Some believe it was named after
flowers, and for hundreds of years the city symbol
has been the lily, as depicted in the fleur-de-lis (you
can see a fleur-de-lis on the title page of this
guide). We don't know for sure how Florence got its
name, but it has been known as Firenze by the
Ttalians for a long, long time.
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The Romans were not the first people to live
here along the Arno River. This area near the river
was harrow, more easily crossable and near the
already well established hill town of Fiesole. Before
the Romans, people called Etruscans lived in this
lovely and fertile area. Today, the whole region is
called Tuscany, after these earlier Etruscan people.

After the fall of the Roman Empire, many
cities in Italy declined. People in these cities had a
hard time and often struggled just to survive. The
times from the fall of the Roman Empire up to the
early 1300's are often referred to as the Middle
Ages, or the medieval times. Some places, like
Fiesole, did very well and grew during the Middle
Ages, but other places did not fare so well after the
fall of the empire. Some people refer to this time in
history as the Dark Ages—but not because there
was ho electricity! It might be called the Dark Ages
because it seems little progress was made in the
quality of life for people, and little was written that
survives today. Very few people knew how to read or
write, and all books were written by hand.
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Sometime around the year 1138, Florence
became a sort of self-governing Republic. That
means the people did not have a King or a Queen or
other person ftelling them what laws to obey and
generally how to live their lives. A Republic meant
that the people of Florence had opportunities to
participate in their government. Later, some people
began to better understand and appreciate the idea
of a democracy, where people have a greater role
and voice in their government. While the people of
Florence participated in their government without a
King, Queen, or other ruling person, they did have
wealthy and powerful families that provided
leadership—often by force. Competing families
fought for power for hundreds of years. It would
take a long time for democracy fo develop in
Florence, Italy, and other parts of the world.

Like all early Roman cities, Florence was laid
out along a Roman grid street plan. The center of
the original town of Florentia in Roman times was
located near where a triumphal arch now stands in
the Republic Square. This arch was built when, for a
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few years, Florence
was the capital of
' Italy. Later, the
B capital moved to
¥ Rome. The Republic

N Square was previously
W o |ocation of the
market where people gathered daily. Explore this
area to see if you can find some colorful horses
traveling in a circular path—if you are lucky, you
might even get to ride one!l The Romans would have
never imagined the colorful, musical carousel that
rotates in the square today. Swing by for a visit and
stand where Roman soldiers once camped.

As Florentia prospered, the people discovered
their talents. Over time, the people of Florence
became really good at working with wool and silk, and
they developed a reputation for banking. Living
along the Arno River was very helpful for merchants
to send their things to other parts of the world.
Across Europe, people trusted the Florentines with
their money. In the 1200's, the Republic of Florence
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made a gold coin called a Florin. People increasingly
depended on the bankers of Florence with their
money, and the Florin became recognized as reliable
and safe money.

One of the wealthy and powerful families in
Florence during this time was the Medici family.
Even the Pope and the Roman Catholic Church
trusted the Medici bankers of Florence. Store
keepers and other groups of people in Florence
guilds." The guilds became

"

formed clubs called
important in the growth, development and leadership
of the city of Florence. Together with wealthy
families like the Medici, the guilds provided money
to artists and architects for the creation of new
paintings, statues and buildings. In fact, starting
around the mid 1300's, things were really beginning
to change in Florence, and the Dark Ages were
coming to an end. Florence entered into a new age
that would impact places around the world. From the
late 1200's to the late 1500's, many of the neat
places we can visit and enjoy ftoday were either
started or completed. We will share more about this

1
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exciting time of history later in the book; for now,
let's get this adventure started by exploring some
of these neat places!

“Ride the nice carousel in the
Republic Square!”
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