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A
ACCEPT: to take or receive with approval or favor. Please accept my apology.

EXCEPT: with the exclusion of; excluding. I’ll buy all of those gloves except the 

red ones.

!

AIR: a mixture of nitrogen, oxygen, and minute amounts of other gases that sur-

round the earth and form its atmosphere. The air seems to be filled with electricity.

HEIR: a person who inherits or has a right of inheritance in the property of an-

other following the latter’s death.  He is the heir to the family’s fortune.

!

AISLE: a walkway between or along sections of seats in a theater, classroom, or 

the like. Her father walked her down the aisle when she married.

I’LL: contraction of “I will”. I’ll cook the dinner for the celebration.

ISLE: a small island. She vacationed on an isle in the Caribbean.

!

ALL: the whole of, every. Pack all of those supplies together.

AWL: a pointed instrument for piercing small holes in leather, wood, etc. He used 

the awl to punch another hole in his belt.

!

ALLOWED: to give permission to or for; permit. Were you allowed to go to the fair?

ALOUD: vocally, as distinguished from mentally. He gave his presentation aloud.

!

ALLUDE: to refer casually or indirectly, a casual or indirect reference. Her com-

ments alluded to an earlier discussion..

ELUDE: to avoid or escape by speed, cleverness or trickery. He tried to elude 

the speeding car.

!

ANT: any of numerous black, red, brown, or yellow social insects. I have never 

been on a picnic where I didn’t see at least one ant.

AUNT: the sister of one’s father or mother. Her aunt came to visit her last week.

ATE: having eaten or digested. The weary travelers ate in silence.

EIGHT: a cardinal number, seven plus one. Joan will be eight years old tomorrow.
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AYE: an affirmative vote or voter, esp. in British Parliament. At last count, the vote 

was one aye and three nays.

EYE: the organ of sight. The wind blew dirt into his eye.

I: the ninth letter of the English alphabet, a vowel. I will call your office on Tuesday. 
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