
Engaging Poems and Photographs of 
Florida Animals 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Hanging Out with Wild Animals 
 

by Cheryl Batavia 

 
 

Order the complete book from the publisher 
 

Booklocker.com 
 

http://www.booklocker.com/p/books/8974.html?s=pdf 
or from your favorite neighborhood  

or online bookstore.  





 Hanging Out
with

WILD ANIMALS

Poems by 

Cheryl Batavia



Dedicated to
Charlie & Gregory

Horton

Copyright © 2016 Cheryl Batavia

ISBN: 978-1-63492-001-8

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a 
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 

recording or otherwise, without the prior written permission of the author.

Photo Credits: I would like to thank the photographers who made their 
photographs available in the public domain. Thank you to Pixabay and Pexels.

Black racer photo © doncon402-Can Stock Photo Inc.

Book Design by Gwen Gades

Photo of Cheryl Batavia by Joe Batavia.

Printed on Acid Free Paper.



Contents
Sandhill Cranes, Walking Two-by-Two ____ 4
Mockingbird ____________________________ 5
Dolphins at Play ________________________ 6
Everybody Cheers ______________________ 6
Friendly Dolphin ________________________ 7
Why do Flamingos Stand on One Leg? ____ 9
Pink Flamingo __________________________ 9
Florida Scrub Jay ________________________ 10
Eat & Be Eaten __________________________ 10
Black Racer _____________________________ 10
Our Bobcats are Insomniacs _____________ 11
Shark Teeth ____________________________ 12
Red Tide _______________________________ 13
Armadillo ______________________________ 14
Raccoons ______________________________ 14
I Won’t Laugh at Pelicans ________________ 15
Pelican’s Lunch _________________________ 15
Face-to-Face ____________________________ 16
Red-Tailed Hawk ________________________ 16
Caterpillar in a Hurry ____________________ 17
Butterflies & Flowers ____________________ 17
Squirrels’ Peanut Farm __________________ 18
Alligators Like to Bake ___________________ 19
Florida Soft Shell Turtle __________________ 20
Gopher Tortoise ________________________ 21
Great Blue Heron _______________________ 22
Hanging Out Safely with Wild  Animals ____ 23



4

Sandhill Cranes, 
Walking Two-by-Two

In their own world.
Nothing else exists.
Ignore the people,

ignore the cars passing by.
Just you and me, Babe!

Foraging
beside the road.

Tonight we’ll sleep
in the rookery.



I will fix this background so it goes all the 
way up and the same colors go over

Our Bobcats are 
Insomniacs
Bobcats are nocturnal.
They just come out at night,
so why are they strolling
through our yard
when the sun 
is shining bright?
I think they have insomnia
and cannot go to sleep,
or maybe they woke up hungry
and went looking for a treat.
If a bobcat is stalking our
hedgerow, looking for a bite,
I hope our rabbit is hiding
completely out of sight.
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Armadillo
An armadillo is a curious sight,

if you ever get to see one.
He tunnels in your yard all night,

eating bugs and grubs.
Next morning, you find tunnels

and a pile of poop
the armadillo carelessly forgot

and left for you to scoop.

Raccoons
Raccoons are cute and playful,
but they’re also terrible pests!

They like to turn over the garbage
and make an awful mess.
It’s fun to watch raccoons

play like monkeys in the zoo.
Enjoy the entertainment, but

don’t let them come close to you.
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