
 
 
 

Wiley A. Valanche longs to join 
the ski patrol and create 
avalanches. But when his 
dreams come true, he must 
learn that avalanches are wily 
creatures lurking just below the 
surface. 
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Crystal Mountain Professional Ski Patrol whose 
stories and experiences, triumphs and 
tribulations provided inspiration for this book.  
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Wiley A. Valanche had big dreams. With 
school behind him, Wiley gazed ahead at a path 
of greatness. One day his father asked the big 
question: "What are you going to do with 
yourself? It's time for you to move out." He 
glanced at Wiley's mother. "Your mother wants 
to turn your room into a bedazzling studio." 

The young man longed for intrigue and 
mystery; he hoped for a career with prestige and 
power; he fancied rubbing elbows with the big 
wigs. "I know what I want to do--" Wiley 
began. 
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"You should be an accountant," his mother 

interrupted.  
"Maybe a software engineer," his father 

countered.  
"How about the President of the United 

States?" his little sister, Ava, chimed in.  
Wiley and his parents all looked at Ava and 

said, "Don't be silly Ava, nobody wants that 
job."  
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