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musty air. He remembers Elizabeth and feels that she is lost for 
eternity.  

“I will never give up on you,” he mutters, while pulling out 
the note that he jealously keeps like a talisman.  

“That should hinder the evil spirit from whatever remains of 
my life. That’s all that’s left from my past,” he says, “a note that 
I can’t even read.”  

Then a sudden teardrop fell onto the note, smearing the ink 
of just a word. There’s no telling what it might have been… He 
promptly dries it and hides it away to avoid another inadvertent 
incident.  

He can’t recall the last time he cried, but somehow, he feels 
a relief. One single drop is sufficient to release his pressure. In 
fact, how can we reach manhood if we were too conceited to 
shed a tear or two? We should weep for all the injustice that has 
been witnessed so far. The spectrum is so large that Manardillo 
would surely spend the rest of his life sobbing. Well, perhaps 
shedding one tear at every dawn would give the unlucky souls 
some kind of relief.  

Now in the presence of the ship’s first officer, he is 
summoned to the officer’s kitchen and is invited to sit with the 
privileged ones since the ordinary seamen had already eaten 
their breakfast.  

They were on their way to the Barbary Coast.122 The 
mission, as he was told, was to fight the North African pirates 
who became a real nuisance. The trade was hindered and lives 
were endangered. They had to do something to retaliate. 
However, the assignment recommended only a reconnaissance, 
as the pirates were ten—fold more numerous and a lone ship 
surely wouldn’t match the pirates’ impetuous slogan to rule the 
Mediterranean Sea as true masters.  

Manardillo had no other choice than to accept the court’s 
decision, believing that his service to the new republic is his 
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