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INTRODUCTION

My carrier has been that of a Research Scientist and
process trouble-shooter. Over the years, additional
interests that I've acquired are the study of church
history, Astronomy, and Biblical study from a
Hebraic perspective. While these varied interest may
at first glance appear somewhat exclusive in their
respective areas of coverage, there would occur a
point in my journey of discovery where they would all
come together- or in astronomy talk make a
‘conjunction’. It is this point of convergence that I
want to deal with. As a research scientist, I’'ve always
enjoyed solving a good mystery! In my journey of
discovery, questions have been my friends. The
mystery I decided to tackle is: In Search of the Day of
the Lord. Since I am a Seventh Day Adventist, I will
be developing part of this study from within the
context of both Millerite Advent Movement of the
19" century (1839-44) and the subsequent
development of the early Adventist Church (1863-)
that formed from a fragment of that Movement.

The snippets of information that I will be presenting

will hopefully ignite interest to do deeper study of
both Scripture and Cosmology. It is my belief that the
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19th century Millerite Advent Movement was not a
fluke of history. The revival of the 1830’s and 1840’s
was setting the stage for a much greater spiritual
drama that is now unfolding as we enter the 21st
century.

My hope is to see a rebirth of the Millerite spirit
within not only my Denomination - but also extending
far beyond the confines of denominationalism — a
trans-denominational revival that will hopefully
culminate its testimony with the Second Advent.

This study grew out of two observations that in turn
lead to a question. The observations were: (1) The
Christian church has had a 2000-year “zero” batting
average in dealing with the general timing of the
Second Advent, and (2) The only group that understood
the timing of the “advent” in the last 2500 years were
the Magi who, following a star, journeyed to Jerusalem
in search of The Promise. The question that lead to what
is now more than a twenty year study: Is there
something that we can learn from the cosmology of
the Magi that might help contemporary Christians to
better discern the season of Messiah’s Second Advent?
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I did not intend this investigation to take so long.
However in retrospect it could not have been completed
sooner than 1997 due to missing data that only
presented itself in the last two decades of the 20"
century. In the context of the above question, I also
wanted to determine if some of the remarkable
cosmological events of this period, as seen through the
eyes of the Magi, might have import relating to the
Second Advent.

Several initial observations helped provide the
guideline for developing the investigation.

e We were not to be ignorant of the time for the
onset of “that day” (i.e. the Day of the Lord).
It was not to be a ‘thief in the night’
experience for God’s people (1 Thes. 5:4, Lk.
21:34-36, 2 Thess. 2:3, 2 Tim. 4:8). The ‘Day’
is both a period of time as well as a specific
event within redemptive history.

e God reveals his story using prophetic patterns
and pictures which often repeat in remarkable
ways (i.e. the First and Second Temple were
destroyed on the 9™ of Av).

X1
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There is nothing new under the sun (Solomon).
All shadows of end-time history have been
fulfilled within the microcosm of Israel’s
history.

Aspects of the /ife of Messiah will be replayed
in the end-time history of the world and his
church.

Cosmological activity = mirrors  God’s
redemptive activity. Jesus’ Olivet Prophecy
states that end-time history is coordinated with
signs in the heavens.

The prophetic numbers (42, 33, 3%, 1260,
2300...) of Hebrew apocalyptic are derived
from cosmology.

Events surrounding first century Jerusalem
provide a remarkable paradigm for end-time
history of the church. It is the Day of the Lord
in miniature. The 7-Seals of Revelation have
two applications: (1) the events leading to the
Judgment of Jerusalem (AD 70), and (2) those
events leading to the judgment of the world
(its image) at the end of the Age.
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The study has shown that the Zodiac (Mazzaroth),
before its pagan corruptions, served two functions. It
told the story of The Promise (Gen. 3:15) and also
was designed as a chronometer (clock) relating to the
development of that story. It was observed that, like
conventional timepieces, this cosmic chronometer has
‘hands’ related to the cycles of certain comets.

Regarding the question on the timing, current data
has lead to the tentative conclusion that the
consummation of all things might occur during the
decade of the 2030’s. Keep in mind that my
conclusions are based on circumstantial evidence.
Only time will determine their value. Let the data of
this study rest ‘gently’ on your mind; the data that
should be continually re-evaluated as history unfolds.
It’s God’s story! It’s God’s ending! After all is said
and done, knowing the timing of this event is of little
value unless you are on the “right side” of the event.
Heed this warning! Noah’s generation knew the time
for the end of their world. Christ stated that there
would be close correspondence between the last
generation and Noah’s time (Ma. 24:37). Despite the
signs of the time, only eight humans and all those
‘dumb’ animals would seek the protection of the ark.
It is not what you know — but WHOM you know
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(Christ) that prepares you for a life and journey
where few men have gone before.
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